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WSB-TV Local News of Public Interest:                           Education / Youth 

Board of Regents Approves State Tuition Hike 

Date: 04/19/11 5pm  duration  1:07  Jovita Moore 
 
After months of back and forth it took the University System of Georgia Board of Regents just seconds to 
approve a 3% across-the-board tuition hike for all 35 campuses. Regent Chairman Willis Potts: “I wish it 
were all fair. I wish the economy hadn‟t gone down three years ago and that we had not had to take as a 
nation the drastic steps that have been taken, there are a lot of things that I wished had happened.” 
Faced with a $349 million dollar budget shortfall, the board also bumped up student fees not covered by 
Hope Scholarships – up to $350 bucks higher each semester at schools like Georgia Tech. Potts: “We 
don‟t take this lightly. We‟re trying not to punish anyone.” Still, news a third increase in three years sent 
shockwaves through Georgia State‟s student body. Sophomore Brittany Kane: “I‟m going to have to figure 
something out. I don‟t know where I‟m going to get the money from.” And this finance major told me while 
he gets it, he doesn‟t like it. Junior Fairoze Azfar: “They need to make ends meet as well, so I don‟t blame 
them, but do I agree with it? No.” But Regent Chairman Willis Potts told me it‟s a choice the board had to 
make to keep the system strong. 

Clayton County Teachers Face Furloughs 

Date: 05/27/11 11pm  duration  :23  Justin Farmer 
 
Another controversy in Clayton County over furloughs, a judge‟s furlough ruling today helps teachers 
hang on to some of their money. The district hoped to settle its budget crisis by removing money from 
teacher‟s paychecks by adding furlough days. Teachers fighting the furlough option hope the ruling will 
prompt the board to make other cuts. The district declined to comment because of the ongoing legal 
matter.  

Norcross Charter School Gets a Reprieve 

Date: 06/28/11 5:00pm  duration  1:14  Diana Davis 
 
Norcross‟ Ivy Prep opened its doors three years ago. Soon-to-be-8

th
 grader Taylor Horton says she‟s 

thrived here. Horton: “I‟m doing a lot better than I was in public school.” The state school board decision 
Tuesday to restore funding to Ivy Prep and 11 other schools came as a relief to her and her mom. Mother 
Dee Horton: “I‟m very excited that we can put this behind us as a school as a parent and start to really 
focus on supporting our girls and the curriculum. Taylor: “I just knew we would get through this.” Last 
month the Georgia Supreme Court ruled that only local districts had that authority to approve charter 
schools.  Without Tuesday‟s decision by the state board, schools like Ivy Prep would have lost funding 
and had to close. The court‟s May 16

th
 decision drew widespread protest. Now with that funding restored, 

charter schools can receive tax dollars and keep their doors open.  Nina Gilbert, Principal of Ivy Prep: 
“We‟re really excited to now turn our focus and attention back to what‟s most important and that is 
teaching and learning. For Ivy Prep, it‟s back to school August 8

th
. For Taylor Horton, the controversy is 

one more life lesson. Horton: “The more you persevere, the more you know that you are going to get 
through it.” The other schools awaiting charter approval will come before the state board a little later on. 

Atlanta Public School Board Upheaval  

Date: 04/11/11 5:00pm  duration  1:10  Erica Byfield 
 
Rep Taylor: “We could effectively have an all-appointed board of education that selects the new.” Despite 
these concerns, Senate Bill 79 now gives the Governor the power to suspend school board members with 
pay from *any* school district that does not have full accreditation. So, while this bill has meant to deal 



with the controversy surrounding the Atlanta School Board, it affects all districts. Ralph Long: “Sitting idly 
by is something that I know in Atlanta we simply cannot do.” The bottom line: this bill helps beef up the 
governor‟s powers to have a hand in who sits on our school boards. And despite several Atlanta House 
Democrats opposing the bill, it passed. With the support of House Representatives sitting in these 
chambers, like Democrat Ralph Long. Long: “I think that our Governor sees it that way as well.” 
 
 
Date: 06/04/11 6:00pm  duration  :26  Justin Farmer 
 
We are learning how the Atlanta School Board is moving forward in the wake of controversy. School 
Board member Nancy Meister says the board has spent the past four months implementing requirements 
laid out by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. She says the work will help the board 
govern effectively and efficiently in the coming years. Meister also says five superintendent semi-finalists 
will be presented to the board on Monday. 

DeKalb County’s Search for New Superintendant  

Date: 06/15/11 6pm  duration  1:25  Richard Belcher 
 
 
The candidate at the center of the controversy is Robert Duron of San Antonio. When we released 
Duron‟s name, his four supporters on the school board were furious. Nancy Jester, Don McChesney, Pam 
Speaks and Paul Womack released a letter stating in part: “someone leaked information about the 
superintendent search process to the media.” And this: “from the beginning, Dr. Duron emerged as our 
number one choice.” Board Chairman Tom Bowen: “Obviously we don‟t condone the leaks, but that being 
said …” Bowen told me he‟s not happy about the breach of confidentiality but confirmed that the response 
to the leak Dr. Duron‟s name was, itself, a violation of board confidentiality. Bowen: “Even if there‟s a 
leak, the policies would push to err on the side of no communication at all by the board, so a little bit of a 
gray area because of the leak, but it looks like it should not have been done.” Had one board member 
switched votes, DeKalb could have hired Dr. Duron by a one-vote majority. I asked the Chairman if that‟s 
a good idea. Bowen: “I don‟t think that the fact that the legal minimum could be done is the right answer 
for the board or for the county.” With the search continuing, Bowen says the board will have to offer 
another contract extension to interim superintendent Ramona Tyson. Bowen: “Ms Tyson‟s made it very 
clear that she‟ll do what‟s in the best interest of the district.” 

Cobb County’s New School Calendar 

Date: 04/01/11 6am  duration  :26  Fred Blankenship 
 
Later this morning, Cobb County‟s entire school board is expected to appear before a grand jury to 
discuss the calendar controversy. It is an unusual move to have all seven members appear. But the grand 
jury wants to know more about the school calendar vote. During a heated meeting in February, the board 
voted to start the school year two weeks later, and to eliminate several breaks during the year. The grand 
jury is expected to deliver it‟s reports in May. 
 
Date: 04/30/11 11pm  duration  :30  John Bachman 

Cobb County school‟s top educator responded to a warning from the accrediting agency “SACS,” which 
said the district eroded public trust with its handling of the school calendar controversy. In response, 
Superintendent Fred Sanderson said, “I believe that our Board...is committed to the..accreditation 
process, and, specifically, to the seven Standards For Quality Schools. I am confident the board is fully 
engaged in rectifying these concerns." The letter from parents demanded SACS investigate the board‟s 
handling of the calendar vote. 

 



 
Date: 06/09/11 6:00pm  duration  :22  Monica Pearson 
 
The Cobb County school board will consider a new school calendar after controversy and outbursts from 
parents. This is video of a heated meeting in February, about the school calendar. Last night, the board 
voted to put the issue back on the agenda in two weeks. Some parents got upset when the board decided 
earlier to get rid of a balanced calendar, and replace it with a traditional format. 
 

DeKalb Parents Protest SPLOST Allocation 

Date: 06/03/11 5:00pm  duration  :25  Jovita Moore 
 
Some DeKalb County parents felt the school board broke a promise. Today, we were there as they spoke 
out. They say a plan to upgrade and expand the Coralwood School was *not* put on a list of projects that 
would be funded through a Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax. The school has the only Pre-K for 
special needs children. Janet Haury, Coralwood Foundation: “We were distressed to see that our project 
was being ignored.” In the end, the board decided to put Coralwoods $10 million dollar expansion back on 
the list. Voters have to approve the tax in November. 

School Prayer Controversy in Gwinnett 

Date: 05/11/11 11pm  duration  :41  Monica Pearson 
 
A prayer controversy in Gwinnett County. A mother is upset because church members are praying with 
students before a test at a church. Parkview High School says it‟s holding advanced placement tests at 
Mountain Park First Baptist, because of a lack of space. Our camera was rolling, as church volunteers 
offered to pray with students. Traci Morris: “The gentleman proceeded to put his hand on my son‟s 
shoulder and pray aloud right there.” Richard King: “It‟s just very simple. Ask the kids that come up if 
they‟d like us to pray for them, and the greatest majority of them – probably 75% of them – have taken us 
up on it.” A school spokesperson says the principal took steps to make sure the prayer would *not* 
continue, but was not aware it happened today. 

Carroll County Teachers Upset Over Coaches Bonuses 

Date: 05/26/11 5pm   duration  :21  Monica Pearson 
 
Teachers upset about a budget controversy may pack a meeting in less than an hour. The Carroll County 
school board plans to consider increasing “extra curricular supplements.” If approved, head football 
coaches would see their supplements increase from $10,000-$15,000 dollars. Others would also see 
increases. Some teachers say *they* should get the money in tough budget times. 

 

 

 

 

 



WSB-TV Local News of Public Interest:                                       Economy 

East Point Residents Protest Significant Utility Rate Hike 

Date: 06/02/11 6:00pm  duration 1:50  Tom Jones 
 
As people came here to pay their bills, I told them about the proposed increase … and they weren‟t 
happy. They told me its taking money they don‟t have. Homeowner Artvetta Jones: “Every time I do this 
its gonna cost me more.” Jones says a proposed water, electricity, and sanitation utility increase by the 
city of East Point would drain her dry. She says her bill for the three utilities is currently $95.75. She says 
the city is proposing a 69% water increase, a 22% power increase, and sanitation will go up 29% in the 
2012 budget. The retiree says that will cause her bill to undergo a radical transformation. Jones: “With the 
proposed increase, it would be $155.75.” That‟s a $60.00 increase. Jones thinks the proposal will stifle 
growth in East Point. “Who's gonna buy a house when they can't afford utilities.” But the city doesn‟t see it 
that way. A spokesman sent me a news release that says sharp increases in utility wholesale supply, a 
franchise fee assessment and mandates by the Georgia Environmental Protection division are why the 
increase is needed. Reporter: “From the EPA? What mandates from the EPA?” Meanwhile, people 
paying their utility bills weren‟t aware of the proposed hike. When I told them, they weren‟t happy. 
Resident Latasha Simmons: “I cannot afford when it was whatever percent it was before.” Resident 
Jackie Peabody: “It‟s astronomical. It‟s unheard of. The economy is already beating everybody down.” 
Two citizen groups are meeting at St. Stephen Missionary Baptist church trying to figure out a way to 
convince the city the proposal is a bad idea.  

Encouraging Report on Atlanta Job Growth 

Date: 05/19/11 5pm  duration  1:06  Carol Sbarge 
 
Maria Cook just got laid off Wednesday. She‟s relieved to learn the unemployment rate in Georgia has 
dropped below 10 percent. Cook: “Hearing that – it‟s encouraging. Makes me think I might be able to find 
work sooner than some of the people who were very unfortunate and out of work for years. The Georgia 
Department of Labor says what‟s most encouraging is that three months in a row the number of jobs out 
there have increased. Sam Hall: “Most economists consider three months in a row to be the beginning of 
a trend and obviously we hope that is the case. The unemployment rate dropped to 9.9% in April The 
Georgia Labor Department says they are hearing from companies around the state saying they‟re getting 
more confidence that the economy is gaining ground. Chantel Delions lost her job in the medical field 
Tuesday. She says it was an emotional day but is glad it came at a time when jobs are increasing. 
Delions: “Considering I need to have a job to provide for my family, so it means I‟ll be out of work for a 
limited time.” 
 
Date: 06/14/11 11:00pm  duration  :28  Justin Farmer 
 
A new employment survey predicts job growth in metro Atlanta! Beth Allison: “It‟s really about volume and 
being proactive in your search.  You can‟t just sit behind a computer and do job postings all day. That‟s 
not really going to get you anywhere.” The Manpower survey found 22% of employers are planning to 
increase staff in the third quarter. Industries like construction, finance and manufacturing may be hiring. 
Experts say companies that are filling positions want applicants with multiple skills. 

Governor Sees Signs of Improving Economy 

Date: 04/21/11 6:00pm  duration  :20  Richard Elliot 
 
Governor Nathan Deal says there are signs of an economic turnaround in Georgia. But we still have a 
long way to go. Today he told business leaders – lower unemployment and higher tax revenue signal a 
recovery. But a cautious one. 



 
Date: 05/12/11 6am  duration  :32  Carol Sbarge 
 
Georgia tax revenues are up again, though not quite as much as hoped. This is the tenth straight month 
the state has seen increased tax revenues. It is a sign Georgia‟s economy is improving. April‟s numbers 
are up 2.6% from April 2010. Governor Deal says that increase is smaller than he hoped for, but is still 
pleased. Deal: “But it was lower than it had been in previous months, but overall, we‟re still above 8% 
increase in growth over last year.” Deal believes the smaller increase was due to refunds paid out to 
taxpayers. 

Outer Suburbs Fail to See Economic Recovery 

Date: 06/01/11 5:00pm  duration  1:15  Richard Elliot 
 
You will probably never find a prettier neighborhood than South Hall County‟s Grandview Estates. Just 
ask homeowner Bill Creighton. “It‟s a great environment for my family and my kids.” But Creighton may 
never see Grandview Estates finished. Empty lots dot the neighborhood, a constant reminder of the 
collapse of metro Atlanta‟s housing market. And the same if true for other subdivisions in the area. Real 
estate expert Steve Palm has dubbed grimly, “the ring of death.” Palm: “A lot of those areas I‟m telling 
people will never come back. They‟ll turn into ghost towns. Ghost subdivisions.” Palm‟s „ring of death‟ 
circles outer metro counties from Carroll and Douglas to Barrow and Hall, though he says Forsyth, 
Fayette and Coweta are doing better than the others. Palm told me no one wants to build new homes in 
the ring of death when it‟s cheaper to buy distressed resales closer in. Frank Norton, Jr: “What we‟re 
seeing is bright spots.” Real estate expert Norton doesn‟t buy into the „ring of death‟ prognosis. In fact , he 
says there are “cones of recovery” moving up along the Georgia 400 and I-85/985 corridors – micro-
markets of recovery centered on desirable school zones. Norton: “There is a recovery zone in this 
marketplace that is cleaning itself up faster than the rest of Atlanta, Georgia.” Bill Creighton says for now, 
all he can do is hunker down and hope for the best. Creighton: “You know, circle of death? Pretty 
ominous, but hopefully it‟s not quite that dire, you know. Hopefully you can make the best of the situation 
that you‟re in. 

Immigration Bill Could Impact State Economy 

Date: 05/04/11 5:00pm  duration  1:43 Manuel Bojorquez 
 
From this vantage point, you can see the hotels, restaurants – and over here the Georgia World 
Congress Center. All could be affected if groups decide to pull their conventions out of her. One group 
says it‟s already made that decision. Ajamu Baraka: “It‟s a human rights issue.” Baraka, Executive 
Director of the US Human Rights Network based in Atlanta, explained why the non-profit has decided to 
move its biannual conference out of Atlanta. Baraka: “Because of this backwards legislation, we are 
compelled to have to pull the conference from the city.” He‟s talking about House Bill 87, which would 
empower police to check the immigration status of certain suspects and compel businesses to use a 
federal program to ensure the eligibility of new hires. Mr. Baraka says the group‟s conference would have 
brought in 600 people, and there‟s talk of a national boycott. Baraka: “I think there will be economic 
consequences of this boycott even more so than what we saw in Arizona.” That‟s a concern for the 
Atlanta Convention and Visitors Bureau. We obtained a resolution they sent to the Governor, calling the 
legislation “unwelcoming,” saying it could “tarnish Atlanta‟s reputation” and that potential losses “would 
have an adverse effect on Atlanta‟s economy.” Phil Kent, of Americans for Immigration Control calls that 
reaction, simply nervous. Kent: “It‟s not gonna be that much of a negative impact, I think. Atlanta and 
Georgia is very welcoming.” He feels a new law is necessary. As for a boycott … (Kent): “It‟s economic 
blackmail and I think most people – whether they agree or disagree with this bill – don‟t appreciate 
blackmail and extortion.” The Executive Director of the US Human Rights Network says, though they are 
the first – if the governor signs the bill – he expects other to follow suit. 

 



Television, Movie Production Boosts Local Economy 

Date: 06/13/11 12:00pm  duration 1:09  Carol Sbarge 
 
Fans had a chance to chit chat with the actor playing the lead in “Walking Dead.” This AMC TV series is 
going to be shot all summer in metro Atlanta. This shoot is shutting down a section of Riverwood Parkway 
in Cobb County for this one day. Last week the production closed part of Highway 24 for four days. Mike 
Robbins: “Only bad part is closing down roads businesses like that but its bringing money to the economy 
so why not.” The show‟s publicist told me about 160 people are working on this production and most are 
from Atlanta. This, and other TV and movie productions, is drawn to Georgia because of a tax break. 
Zandra Wehunt is thrilled that her daughter is getting a chance to work on “Walking Dead.” She‟s playing 
a zombie. Wehunt: “It‟s amazing. For people who live on the east coast it‟s like getting to have the west 
coast over here. It‟s giving them the opportunities.” Last week, the DOT admitted it made a mistake when 
it first told drivers the Henry County road wouldn‟t be closed because of construction. Later in the day the 
DOT said it would from now on say when a road is closed for a TV or film production. Celeste Peters: “I 
think it‟s great for the city. It brings a lot of business to the city. It gives people jobs.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WSB-TV Local News of Public Interest:                                       Immigration 

Kennesaw State Students Ongoing Immigration Status Status 

Date: 05/03/11 11:00pm  duration  :25  Monica Pearson 
 
An illegal student‟s arrest fueled an immigration debate. Now she‟s learned she can stay in the US longer. 
Federal authorities agreed today to allow Jessica Colotl to remain in the country for another year. Police 
arrested the Kennesaw State University student for driving without a license, after a traffic stop last year, 
and turned her over to immigration officials. They deferred action on her case for a year to allow her to 
finish school. 

Georgia’s Immigration Reform Bill 

Date: 04/13/11 5pm  duration  1:19  Jeff Dore 
 
Bill sponsor, Senator Jack Murphy: “It‟s a very passionate issue. And people on both sides are passionate 
about it.” The senate‟s immigration reform leader, senator Jack Murphy, has seen the passionate 
opposition – some of it on the steps of the Capitol. He‟s also felt the passion of DA King, who has spent 
years passionately lobbying for stricter Georgia laws against illegal immigration. King says Friday‟s vote is 
about Georgia jobs and political futures.  King: “With 25 million Americans either underemployed or out of 
work, the concept that we‟re gonna continue to hire labor that‟s escaped capture at our borders is not just 
un-American, it‟s political suicide. Especially in Republican Georgia.” But Jerry Gonzalez, president of the 
Georgia Association of Latino Elected officials, argued the legislation would drive jobs out of Georgia. 
Gonzalez: “This is about jobs. This is about the economy. This bill would kill jobs. This bill would hurt 
Georgia‟s economy.” The legislative chambers are divided on whether to require private employers to use 
the e-verify system on new hires. One keeps putting it in, the other keeps taking it out. We asked Senator 
Murphy about final-day prospects. Dore: “Are the two chambers deadlocked at this point?” Murphy: “Not 
really, we‟re not really deadlocked.” 
 
Date: 04/15/11 6pm  duration 1:13  Jeff Dore 
 
By some calculations, tourism spreads $31 billion dollars a year through Georgia and supports 234,000 
jobs. Already, some national opponents of the illegal immigration legislation are planning state boycotts 
like in Arizona. Xochitl Bervera, Somos Georgia: “Arizona will end up losing $750 million dollars because 
of the boycott against their state. And the networks and groups that organized that boycott are ready to 
do the same in Georgia.” The Georgia Chamber of Commerce said Georgia‟s law is significantly different 
from Arizona‟s. Ga Chamber‟s Joselyn Baker: “We believe that it was passed in a way that struck a 
balance between the very real need to address a growing challenge and meet the needs of our 
economy.” Perception, however, may be what counts. The Southern Poverty Law Center said today, 
“Georgia will waste hundreds of thousands, if not millions, of taxpayer dollars to defend this racist law, in 
court.” The Anti-Defamation League said if the Governor signs it the legislation would be sure to drive 
business and tax revenues away.” Bervera: “It is still a law that will bankrupt this state both financially and 
morally. Baker: “Perceptions are important and we can‟t discount that some people do have the 
perception that this bill may cause a problem.” 
 
Date: 05/13/11 11pm  duration  :37  Justin Farmer 
 
Georgia‟s immigration reform bill is now state law. Governor Nathan Deal signed it into law today during a 
ceremony at the state capitol. Outside his office, protestors demonstrated until police escorted them out. 
Polls show the law is supported by a majority of Georgians, but some critics believe this bill will hurt 
Georgia‟s economy. Others, including the governor, say it will help the economy. Gov Deal: “With an 
illegal population estimated to be almost half a million, the collective financial cost to our educational., 
health care and correction infrastructure is in the billions.” Governor Deal says he expects the law to be 
challenged by the federal government. 



 
Date: 06/14/11 5pm  duration 1:15  Lori Geary 
 
Jerry Gonzalez: “The Governor needs to step up and own this mess that he has created for our state.” 
Georgia Governor Nathan Deal‟s solution to labor shortages in the farming industry: hire convicted 
criminals – folks on probation – to work in the fields. Farmers have complained the state‟s new 
immigration law is scaring away Hispanic workers, leaving crops to rot in the fields. I tried to talk to 
Governor Deal about his new idea, but he would not answer questions today at a media briefing. An 
unscientific survey just back from Georgia farmers shows a need to fill more than 11,000 jobs – more 
than half pay less than $9.00 per hour and last less than six month. Deal says there are more than 
100,000 probationers in the state – ¼ of them are unemployed. Deal says, “I believe this would be a great 
partial solution to our current status as we continue to move towards sustainable results with the legal 
options available.” Gonzalez: “It‟s our number one industry for the state and really he brushes it off and 
says „well we can get probationers to work in these fields.” That‟s not a long term solution for farmers.” 
Jerry Gonzalez, with the Association of Latino Elected Officials, says the industry has tried probationers 
before. The idea failed. The survey shows farmers are also reluctant to use a federal guest worker 
program. Many say it‟s too expensive and cumbersome. Gonzalez: “Bottom line is immigrant labor needs 
to be respected, not demonized.” 
 
Date: 06/22/11 5:00pm  duration  1:46  Manual Bojorquez 
 
Many of those who gathered here came from South Georgia, signed petitions in hand, delivered to the 
Governor, asking him to rescind HB 87. The coalition to rescind HB87 says many of these children come 
from mixed status families – they are citizens, but one or both parents are not. Julie Contreras: “American 
children, in rural Georgia, are coming together to exercise their democratic rights.” They believe their 
parents would be criminalized, families separated, by the states new immigration law. Contreras: “We don 
not protect the criminal, we do not protect the raper, the murderer, the drug dealer. We believe those 
people should be deported. We‟re talking about the migrant worker who has joined in a coalition with the 
American farmer.” Yesterday, I traveled to South Georgia to see what some farmers have complained 
about. Some crops are rotting. They say the new law scared away the workers they depend on, but Phil 
Kent of Americans for Immigration Control says there‟s a solution. Kent: “There‟s a legal H2A visa 
program. There‟s no ceiling on these visas – we can get as many foreign workers as we want if we can‟t 
hire American citizens.” The farmer we spoke with says he‟s used the program before, but that it‟s not 
efficient – and needs to be revamped in order to keep the industry going. The debate continues. Kent: “I 
challenge these farmers to use H2A and if they have to pay a few dollars more, that‟s the price of 
upholding the rule of law.” Back at the capitol, the children delivered their pleas to the Governor‟s office. 
HB87 is scheduled to go into effect in just over a week, but a federal judge is considering whether to 
delay it while a suit on its constitutionality is resolved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WSB-TV Local News of Public Interest:                                   Traffic/Transportation 

Drivers Could Soon Face Usage Fee Tax 

Date: 04/13/11 5:00pm  duration  1:25  Clark Howard 
 
The more you drive, the more you eat up the roads. So what if the government could tax you based on 
how much you drive? If you‟re wondering how the government could do it, it‟s really easy. Insurance 
companies already track customers that way, with your permission. Some companies use a gadget that 
you plug into your computer system and fundamentally it has a little cell phone built into it and they know 
how many miles you‟ve driven and that sort of thing so they can assess risk. That‟s one thing; that‟s 
voluntary. People agree to do that. Another thing is when the federal government decides that they want 
to track your vehicle everywhere you go. Combine more taxes and less privacy, and you get a 
controversy. “I think we pay enough in taxes to pay for our roads.”  2: “Oh, I drive a lot but I‟d rather be in 
good shape than be in the condition that they are right now.” Right now we pay for roads every time we 
pump gas. But is that fair? I drive a hybrid, so I hardly use any gas. Should I get a free ride at your 
expense? Oregon, Texas and Washington State are already considering a tax based on the miles people 
drive. And a federal user fee might be just down the road. 

School Redistricting Plan Could Have Significant Impact on Traffic 

Date: 04/20/11 6pm  duration  :44  Justin Farmer 
 
A local mayor is concerned that a proposal to redistrict thousands of North Fulton children to new schools 
could cause traffic congestion. Next August, Fulton County will open a new high school in Milton. A plan 
on the table would move about a thousand students from Milton High School to the new Bethany Bend 
School. Milton Mayor Joe Lockwood says the city‟s master transportation plan only addresses north/south 
commuter traffic, but not traffic on east/west city routes, which he says would increase under the 
proposal. “Lockwood: “If the board of education decides to choose then we may have to reevaluate our 
priorities on our master transportation plan and work on some of the intersections east to west as 
opposed to north to south.” The School Board will vote on a redistricting plan in June. 
 

Date: 05/04/11 6pm  duration  :34  Jovita Moore 
 

Some North Fulton county residents think a new redistricting plan will create a traffic nightmare. And 
today, they hit the streets to prove it. Dozens of residents who live in the Edenwilde and Summerhill 
Farms neighborhoods are afraid that an influx of students to the new Bethany Bend School will 
overwhelm streets. This morning, around 40 people gathered to drive up and down Crabapple Road to 
prove their point. Krista Elema: "We are very concerned about the impact to traffic. The East-West travel 
patterns are not in good condition as they are." The Fulton County school board is set to vote on the plan 
next month. 

Active Duty Soldiers Protest Delta’s Baggage Fee Charges 

Date: 06/08/11 11pm  duration  :32  Jovita Moore 
 
Delta Airlines is now changing it‟s policy about a controversial bag fee for soldiers. Soldiers returning from 
Afghanistan posted their complaints on YouTube when Delta charged them hundreds of dollars for a 
fourth bag. The video went viral and other soldiers started speaking out. Joshua Holder: “I think it‟s just 
totally wrong. I mean we‟re doing a phenomenal job out there and they‟re charging for something stupid 
like that.” After the firestorm, Delta announced a new policy *allowing* four checked bags for active duty 
soldiers. 



Atlanta Area Red Light Syncing Project Proposed 

Date: 04/12/11 6pm  duration  1:15  Jeff Dore 
 
If you drive often in Atlanta, you know the traffic lights seem to be more *stop* than go! Driver Katherine 
Rutledge: “They‟re not synchronized at all. I sit at a light for about three minutes and then I start driving, 
and a block further there‟s another red light. It‟s kind of annoying.” After another frustrating commute, I 
checked with Atlanta Public Works. They told me in the mid-1970s, Atlanta modernized 320 intersections 
with synchronized lights. Since then, it‟s added 945 lights that aren‟t synched, and the system hasn‟t been 
upgraded since. So we followed Mayor Kasim Reed to an event and asked him about timing Atlanta‟s 
lights. He said that‟s an action for his new public works director. Reed: “Synchronization is gonna be part 
of his review for the upcoming budget right now.” The preliminary estimate for a city-wide synchronization 
system, public works tells us, would be $15 - $20 million dollars. Atlanta is linking some intersections, like 
at this fiber optic link on Piedmont Road. Technician: “They‟re adding them to the area here to help with 
traffic.” Atlanta could use the possible transportation sales tax in a few years. But the mayor agrees … 
“but I think that is too long of a time period to wait.” 

Movie Crew Snarls Traffic in Henry County 

Date: 06/06/11 6pm  duration  :31  John Bachman 
 
A TV show filming in the heart of Henry County is causing a slow commute for drivers. Newschopper 2 
flew over a closed highway 20 this morning where producers are filming “The Walking Dead” TV show. 
We found drivers giving the filming and its detours mixed reviews.  Driver Desmond Williams: “Some of us 
have to go back and forth to work. It is delaying our day for a show.” Driver Ike Wheeler: “I think it is a 
good idea for the economy. It helps people out, people who need jobs.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WSB-TV Local News of Public Interest:                                     Religion 

Islamic Center Vandalized – Possible Hate Crime 

Date: 04/18/11 5pm  duration  1:15  Jeff Dore 

 
The Islamic Center of Cartersville has been open about two years, getting along well with everybody … 
until recently. Mosque member Amjad Taufique: “We‟ve had good relationships with Jewish folks in the 
community, with Christian folks.” But Tuesday of last week, someone shattered the door and windows of 
the storefront mosque with rocks, painted as if to suggest interfaith animosity. Taufique: “Well, one 
displayed a star of David. One said „Muslim murders‟.” One of the founding members of the mosque, 
Amjad Taufique, sent me pictures of the damage. What makes the April 12

th
 attack worse, it was the 

second incident in less than a month. Both times rocks were painted about the same way. Taufique: “It is 
really frustrating and it is really scary. Even while you are praying inside you kind of have your mind 
constantly, is somebody gonna do something while people are inside?” While local officials are 
investigating this case, the FBI tells me it‟s investigating to see if this falls under federal hate crime laws. 
 
Date: 04/19/11 4:00pm  duration  :33  John Bachman 
 
Police are looking for the person who vandalized a Bartow County mosque. Someone threw rocks and 
bricks through the windows of “Islamic Center of Cartersville.” Messages were written on them. “They‟re 
trying to portray that this is a person of another faith, of Islam, which we don‟t believe because we have 
some good interfaith relationships with the folks over there.” This was the second report of vandalism at 
the mosque in a month. It‟s now beefing up security. Federal authorities are looking into whether the 
vandalism qualifies as a hate crime. 

Alpharetta Blocks Mosque Expansion 

Date: 05/04/11 12pm  duration  :22  Fred Blankenship 
 
The Jewish “Anti-Defamation League” is throwing its support behind a Muslim congregation. The Muslim 
group says the city of Alpharetta broke the law to block expansion plans for a mosque there. The city 
says the congregation agreed in 1998 *not* to expand the Islamic Center of North Fulton. The ADL today 
announced a „friend of the court‟ brief on behalf of the center. 
 
Date: 05/06/11 5pm  duration  1:20  Mike Petchenik 
 
Seven days a week, five times a day, members of the Islamic Center of North Fulton come to pray at this 
house on Rucker Road. But Center board member Moiz Mumtaz tells us the congregation has outgrown 
this outdated building. “All we are trying to do is update our building.” Last spring, Alpharetta‟s city council 
denied their request to expand citing concerns from this nearby neighborhood it would snarl traffic. The 
center turned around and sued the city for civil rights violations. “I think there‟s a lot of prejudice in the 
country, and I‟m sure Alpharetta‟s not immune.” And this week, attorney Andrea Cantrell Jones learned 
her Muslim clients have an unlikely ally – the Jewish Anti-Defamation League‟s filed a brief in support. 
And, a justice department spokeswoman confirms to me the feds are now investigating the city‟s decision. 
Congress says that a church, a synagogue, a mosque and the congregants who belong to those 
organizations need a lot of latitude to practice their religion.” Next-door-neighbor William Jordan told me 
his main concern is that the center‟s proposed new look would stick out like a sore thumb. “There was 
nothing mentioned or indicated that we were against their religion, just their architecture of their new 
building.” 
 

 



Muslim Athlete’s Clothing Disqualifies Her From Competition 

Date: 06/10/11 5pm  duration  :30  Monica Pearson 
 
A Muslim athlete from northwest Atlanta is at the center of a religious clothing controversy. Kulsoom 
Abdulla is a weightlifter who recently qualified to compete on the national level. Then she found out, rules 
required her to wear a “singlet.” Doing so would violate her Islamic practice of covering up. Abdullah: 
“Mainly religious reasons. It‟s something I‟ve chosen – to dress Islamically – this type of fashion.” Officials 
with the council on American Islamic Relations are urging the International Weightlifting Federation to 
reconsider the rule. 

Muslim Passengers Denied Entry to Delta Flight 

Date: 05/07/11 12:00pm  duration  :31  Erin Coleman 
 

Two Muslims say someone told them to leave a “Delta Connection” plane when the pilot *refused* to fly 
with them aboard. Masudar Rahman: "Why pilot is not allowing you not to go? I don't know? But I ask him 
what is the reason. Maybe some passengers will be uncomfortable." The two men spoke out in Charlotte 
after getting a later flight from Memphis. The TSA confirms the incident. But it says its agents were not the 
ones who asked the two to leave the jet. Atlanta-based Atlantic Southeast Airlines operates the flight, and 
says it is investigating. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WSB-TV Local News of Public Interest:                                      Politics/Government 

Georgia National Guard Bonus Program Scrutinized 

Date: 05/05/11 5:00pm  duration  2:39  Richard Belcher 
 
A whistleblower tipped us last fall that several senior officers of the Georgia National Guard were under 
investigation for abusing the bonus program. Among them was Colonel Jay Peno – a full-time guardsman 
who was HR Director of the Georgia Guard, in addition to his part-time military role. “Had anyone come to 
your client and said „we have a problem with this?”  “No, they didn‟t.” Atlanta attorney Lashonda Rogers 
spoke for Colonel Peno, who retired in April. Records show that Peno received nearly $180,000 dollars in 
retention bonuses from early 2002 until the pentagon started questioning Georgia‟s bonuses last year. 
Rogers says her client never approved bonuses for himself, and everything was known to higher-ups, 
including Adjutant General Terry Nesbitt, head of the Georgia Guard. Rogers: “The reports outlined who 
received each bonus and they were supplied …” Belcher: “to higher levels?”  Rogers: “Yes.” Belcher: “It 
didn‟t stop at Colonel Peno?” Rogers: “No they did not.” But this finding shows that an outside military 
investigator recommended Colonel Peno be fired – not because he abused the bonus program – but 
because of leave time irregularities. In a statement to Channel 2, the Georgia Guard writes, “two 
independent, high-level investigations concluded that Colonel Jay Peno committed fraud.” The letter says 
the Colonel “wrongfully received” 1010 hours of sick leave. The guard says Colonel Peno paid back the 
money, then retired rather than face adverse action. But let‟s get back to the bonus program that 
triggered the investigation. Federal employees know about it, but the Colonel‟s lawyer contends 
taxpayers know little or nothing about all that bonus money. Rogers: “It‟s very embarrassing.” Lashonda 
Rogers says she believes state officials are sensitive about the $1.4 million-dollars-a-year in bonuses 
Georgia guard members were receiving until the investigations began last year. And the national numbers 
dwarf those. In 2008, the last year for which the government released bonus figures, federal employees in 
dozens of agencies were awarded almost $86 million dollars in recruitment bonuses and almost $156 
million in retention bonuses. Nearly a quarter of a billion dollars in bonuses to federal employees when 
the country was in a recession. The pentagon is tops with more than $110 million in bonuses. Veterans 
Affairs – a little over $47 million dollars; Health and Human Services, $25 million dollars. Rogers: “We‟re 
in a time when the economy is not stellar, and it just does not look good to the public.” 

College Park’s Controversial “Dangerous Dog” Registry 

Date: 06/10/11 5:00pm  duration  :32  Erin Coleman 
 
A new ordinance that requires dog owners in College Park to register certain breeds as “potentially 
dangerous” is drawing controversy. Beginning July 1, owners of a half-dozen dog breeds including pit 
bulls, German shepherds and Rottweilers must sign a special registry, pay a $25 dollar fee and have an 
I.D. microchip implanted in their dog. Some dog owners told us the rule amounts to “dog profiling.” Pit Bull 
owner Marcia May: “I feel its discrimination to the dog. I think it was made by people who don‟t know 
anything about dog breeds.” Dog owners who fail to follow the ordinance will face fines. 

Forest Park’s Breastfeeding Controversy 

Date: 05/22/11 7:30am duration  :39  Erin Coleman 

A growing breastfeeding controversy in one metro city has some mothers ready to hold a “Nurse In” 
tomorrow. Women like Katherine Frederick are upset Forest Park just passed a new public indecency 
law. It bans public breastfeeding for any child two and older. City leaders say they aren‟t taking aim at 
nursing mothers specifically, but are trying to prevent public nudity issues. Frederick calls the law 
outrageous. Frederick: “It‟s how I feed my child, and it has nothing to do with public nudity. and to 
basically compare me to a stripper -- I find very demeaning." The activist moms plan to nurse their 
children at city hall tomorrow, hoping to convince city leaders to change the new law. 



East Point’s Mayor Upset Over “Unauthorized” Employee Raises 

Date: 04/26/11 4:30am  duration  :31  Fred Blankenship 
 
A local mayor called a special meeting hoping to talk about a pay raise controversy, but not enough 
council members showed up! East Point Mayor Earnestine Pittman is upset over performance raises that 
she says city workers received behind her back. The mayor says City Manger Crandell Jones approved 
the *unauthorized* raises. Some taxpayers are also upset. Kimberly Brown: “I feel that we should know 
every aspect of what's going on because it's coming out of our pockets.” We tried to reach the city 
manager for comment on Monday but an officer told us he was not in the office. 

DeKalb County Firefighters Fired; Seek Reinstatement 

Date: 05/10/11 5:00pm  duration  1:08  Jovita Moore 
 
Sell Caldwell is one of five DeKalb County firefighters caught in the controversy that followed after the 
death of Ann Bartlett. The Dunwoody woman who‟s home burned to the ground – hours after firefighters 
were called to the scene but left – they say the never saw smoke. Apparently the fire was just beginning 
to smolder inside the house. Calwell was fired and had to start drawing his pension to provide for his 
family. Part of the reason his attorney feels DeKalb County is unwilling to hire him back, even though two 
hearings have ordered he be reinstated. “And a judge backed up that decision saying that termination 
was reversed, they gotta reinstate.” And two weeks since that judge‟s decision, still no job for Caldwell. 
“It‟s been very difficult. He loved working for DeKalb County. He loved being a firefighter. He took a lot of 
pride working that position being a fire captain and serving his community.” Caldwell was a captain when 
he lost his job, and had put in more than 17 years with the department. “It‟s been difficult to find a job. It‟s 
been difficult to find another job as a firefighter and this process has been going on really since January 
2010.” 

Special Interest License Tag Fees Examined 

Date: 05/26/11 5:00pm  duration  1:49  Jim Strickland 

I checked with the department of revenue and found out there's 56,000 of these special license tags that 
advocate spay and neutering in Georgia. I also found out this is the one year anniversary of a rule change 
that's caused a lot of controversy among the drivers and among animal advocates. “We‟ve got to go into 
the communities where there‟s a high population of unsprayed and neutered and say hey we‟ll spay them 
for free.” Dr. Michael Good let us inside his operating room to talk about a state‟s spay and neuter tag – 
and where the money goes. Good: “If I‟m gonna give money to a cause, in a perfect world I‟d like all that 
money to go to the cause.” Since this date last year, drivers pay annually an extra $35.00 dollars. The 
tag‟s no longer a one-time fee. But now less than one-third goes toward the animals. Tag holder Christina 
Brown didn‟t know it until I told her. Will she renew? “Now, probably not. I need to do some research to 
find out where the money is actually going.” It goes to the general fund. Still, Deputy State Vet Robert 
Cobb says it‟s worked out that revenue is up – enough to double the number of sterilizations. Cobb: “I 
think it‟s a very good program, as far as effectiveness. It‟s the only thing going out there.” Vets decide 
which clients get state-funded sterilization. It‟s not based on where the pet population is exploding. Animal 
advocates meeting today want to better target the funds, and get more from the tag. “For every dollar that 
you spend on targeted spay/neuter – putting the money where it is most needed, you‟ll save $19 dollars 
in taxpayer money for animal control.” And it‟s not just these tags. I found a whole list of special tags that 
now cost more, but mostly support the general fund. You‟ll find the list on our website. 



 

WSB-TV Local News of Public Interest:                         Community/Neighborhoods 

Gwinnett Storefront Churches May Have to Re-Locate 

Date: 05/23/11 12:00pm  duration  :36  Fred Blankenship 
 
A license controversy could soon have nearly two dozen Gwinnett County churches looking for new 
places to worship. St. John Apostolic Holiness church is one of the many renting space at the Watkins 
Center complex in Norcross. Pastor Doug Dubose says his congregation spent thousands to turn this 
office into a place of worship. Now the churches have learned they need a business license to operate. 
Dubose: “Never had that said before. None of the other churches have been told that either.” Dubose told 
us Gwinnett County says the buildings are not approved for large crowds. That raises concerns about 
exits – fire extinguishers and ventilation. 

DeKalb Residents Protest Road Widening Project 

Date: 06/20/11 5:00pm  duration  1:28  Diana Davis 
 
“Snapfinger Lakes – we are one! Snapfinger Lakes – we are one!” And they‟ve got the t-shirts to prove it. 
About 100 residents of the Snapfinger Lakes subdivision fought and won to get this recently built access 
road for 18-wheeler trucks out of their neighborhood. Resident Margaret Williams: “I feel thrilled; I feel 
joyous; I feel great.”  The controversy began with the widening of Snapfinger Road in front of their 
subdivision. The project included a median that this welding company said blocked access for its trucks. 
The state agreed. It took out trees and cut this access road for the welder – right through the entrance of 
Snapfinger Lakes. Resident P.J. Lemuel: “I didn‟t opt for this kind of destruction and devastation of the 
neighborhood when I bought into it.” Residents said the state put the wishes of one business over those 
of more than 100 residents of the subdivision. Herbert Taylor: “There was no communication. The 
decision was made without any input from us.” When I first met neighbors back in February, they told me 
they‟d sue to get the road removed. After my report and a resident letter-writing campaign, State Senator 
Ron Ramsey got involved. After several meetings, the DOT agreed to get rid of the Access Road and 
restore the neighborhood to what it was. Lemuel: “You guys were the catalyst to get the story out from the 
beginning.” Bottom line? The road should be removed; the landscaping restored; and the entrance back 
to normal all within a matter of weeks. 

Community Opposes Proposed Location of New Fire Station 

Date: 04/13/11 6pm  duration  :32  Jovita Moore 
 
This evening, there‟s controversy over *where* to build a new fire station in Roswell. The city has 
proposed building it at Big Creek Park of Terramont Park. It will replace Fire Station #4 on Holcomb 
Bridge Road. Neighbors and mountain bikers are opposed to both location. They say they don‟t want to 
lose their parks. “It‟s a little difficult for us to say we want trees torn down and brick and mortar put up in 
its place.” City leaders say they need to build the new fire station soon to keep insurance rates 
reasonable. They plan to hold a public meeting in about two weeks. 

Norcross Residents Worry About Impact of “Pain Clinic” 

Date: 06/08/11 6pm  duration  :19  John Bachman 
 
New developments in a pain clinic controversy. Neighbors complain a Norcross clinic draws patients from 
as far away is Illinois and Idaho. Our investigation found South Carolina fined the doctor who runs it for 



over-prescribing pills. Late this afternoon, he agreed to answer Channel 2 investigative reporter Aaron 
Diamant‟s questions. 

Dunwoody Park Controversy 

Date: 05/24/11 6am  duration  :31  Fred Blankenship 

A multi-million dollar controversial planned move in Dunwoody. This baseball field is one of two at 
Dunwoody Park. The city wants to expand the nature center nearby, and wants to update and add fields. 
To do that planners want to spend millions to get rid of these fields and move them somewhere else. 
Resident: "Doesn't make any sense. They could spend half million, million dollars here make sure this is a 
great field, great place to play." Ultimately the voters will decide because the parks plan won‟t happen 
without the parks bond which will go up for vote this fall. 

Date: 06/14/11 12pm  duration  :34  Fred Blankenship 
 
Dunwoody city leaders are expected to decide a park controversy next week. They‟re considering closing 
the baseball fields at Dunwoody Park. The concerns are erosion and safety. Some parents are opposed 
to moving the fields to Brook Run Park. But last night, those in favor of the plan also spoke out. “Putting 
ball fields at Brook Run would not turn Brook Run into an amusement park. Putting ball fields would not  
destroy peace and quiet at Brook Run. Putting ball fields would bring families together.” City officials say 
the current fields at Dunwoody Park do *not* meet federal standards for handicapped accessibility. 

Residents Want Impact Study on Proposed New Falcons Stadium 

Date: 04/08/11 12pm  duration  :26  Fred Blankenship 
 
There‟s a controversy this morning, surrounding a proposal to build a new Atlanta Falcons stadium. This 
is video of the Falcons current home, the Georgia Dome. The Atlanta Journal-Constitution reports the 
Georgia World Congress Center Authority will study a new stadium. Officials want to know how it would 
affect communities around Northside Drive in downtown Atlanta. Residents say they don‟t want it to be 
like Turner Field, which is surrounded by parking lots. 

Gwinnett Commissioners to Vote on New Airport Plan 

Date: 05/03/11 4:30am  duration  :20  Fred Blankenship 
 
Later today, Gwinnett County commissioners are scheduled to vote on a controversial airport plan. The 
outcome could determine whether commercial flights land at Briscoe Field. Hundreds of residents for and 
against the plan have attended recent public hearings to get their points across ahead of today‟s vote. 
The controversy centers on privatizing the airport.  

Homeowner Fights Clayton County Basketball Hoop Regulation 

Date: 05/23/11 4:30am  duration  :38  Fred Blankenship 
 
A homeowner is fighting an order to move a basketball hoop from her driveway. The county sent a letter 
demanding that Karen Smith take down the hoop or face a hefty fine. County code states portable 
basketball goals must be moved from the front of the house after use. Smith: “I know that I‟m not going to 
accept this. I know that if Clayton County is going to do something, they should do it so that everyone is 
notified or no one is notified.” Commission Chairman Eldrin Bell told us there have been complaints of 
people moving hoops into the streets and kids refusing to get out of the way of traffic. The notice gave 
Smith until Thursday to move the goal or face a $380 dollar fine. 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 


