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Quarterly Issues Report 
 

 

2008 Community Affairs Issues 

 First Quarter 

 

 

 

1. Health Services and Medical Care-including affordable health care, parenting and 

family issues, teen drug use, teen pregnancy, child abuse, health care for elderly, funding 

for disaster relief, safety issues, effects of budget cut on mental health community. 

 

2. Public Safety and Crime-including crime rate, youth violence, gun control, increased 

presence of law enforcement, antiquated prison system, tougher sentencing, and school 

safety. 

 

3. Education-including literacy, and S.C. national placement, more internships for youth, 

parental involvement, need to clean up school curriculum, funding for various programs). 

 

4. Business and Economic Development-including need for high tech companies in the 

state, poor labor market for economic development. 

 

5. Civic Responsibilities-including need for volunteerism, lack of trust in elected 

officials, need for recreational facilities for families, safer streets and highways, increased 

pride in the community, littering, homelessness, welfare reform, role modeling for youth, 

church involvement in charities, accountability for charities. 

 

6. Minority Issues-including urban neighborhood revitalization, affordable education, 

minority representation in government, confederate flag, discrimination in the workplace, 

television coverage of African-American community events, race relations. 

 

7. Terrorism/America Unites-including viewer responses, fundraising and security 

issues. 
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WAFF 48 

 
First Quarter: January 1, 2008 through March 30, 2008 
 
Description of WAFF 48 Programs 
 
Program    Day    Time 
Local News: 
 
48News Sunrise   Monday – Friday  5:30-6:00 AM 
48News Today   Monday – Friday  6:00-7:00 AM 
48News at Noon   Monday – Saturday   12:00-12:30 PM 
48News at 5pm   Monday – Friday  5:00-5:30 PM 
48News at 6pm   Monday – Friday  6:00-6:30 PM 
48News Ten at 10   Monday – Friday  10:00-10:35 PM 
48News Today: Weekend Edition Saturday   8:00-9:00 AM 
48News Weekend   Saturday – Sunday  5:00-5:30 PM 
48News Ten at 10: Weekend Saturday – Sunday  10:00-10:35 PM 
 
All of the above programs are locally produced news, presenting a mix of news, 
weather, sports and issues-related feature stories and segments.  Issue-
responsive program segments are usually 1:30-2:30 minutes in duration, unless 
otherwise indicated. 
 
Early Today                               Monday-Friday                          4:30-5am 
 
This business news and consumer show gives viewers breaking business news 
and stock market action from the domestic and foreign exchanges. 
 
 
Today Show                                Monday-Friday                        7-9:00am 
 
This three-hour network program provides the latest in international and domestic 
news, weather reports and interviews with newsmakers from the world of politics, 
business, media, entertainment and sports. WAFF-48 provides local cut-in at 
various times. 
 
 
Weekend Editions of Today        Saturday                                 8-9am 
 
Weekend editions continue the “Today” tradition of covering breaking news, 
interviewing newsmakers, reporting on a variety of popular culture and human 
interest stories, covering topics related to health and finance and presenting the 
latest sports and weather information. 
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NBC Nightly News                        Monday-Friday                     5:30-6:00pm 
 
“NBC Nightly News with Tom Brokaw” provides reports and analysis of the day’s 
most newsworthy national and international events. It offers solution-driven 
programming that delves into the toughest issues facing our society today.  
 
 
Dateline-NBC                               Various Weekly  Various Times 
 
This network program has pioneered a unique approach to prime time news 
programming with its multi-broadcast franchise. With this schedule, the one-hour 
newsmagazine enables NBC News to present is best reporting, investigative 
features, and newsmaker profiles in a consistent and comprehensive manner. 
 
 
Meet The Press                         Sunday                                 Various Times 
 
This one-hour network news program consists of three interview segments with 
guests of national and international political importance, followed by an expanded 
roundtable discussion at the end of each broadcast. 
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Programs Providing Most Significant Treatment of Community Issues: 
Health Services and Medical Care 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News Today  
Date Aired: January 5, 2008 
Time:  8:00am      Length: 1:30 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Elizabeth Gentle delivers her weekly report on 
restaurant scores. This week’s rotten rating goes to Krystal with a low score of 62. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: January 10, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm      Length: 3:45 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Elizabeth Gentle delivers her weekly report on 
restaurant scores. This week’s rotten ratings include Taqueria Los Tres Riales with 5 critical 
violations. There score is a 73. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: January 17, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm      Length: 3:10 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Elizabeth Gentle delivers her weekly 

report on restaurant scores. Barnhill’s earns Madison County Health inspectors’ lowest 

score after finding 6 critical violations. There score is a 64. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: January 24, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm      Length: 2:07 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Elizabeth Gentle delivers her weekly 

report on restaurant scores.  Toney’s Food Mart in Huntsville earns a rotten rating of 75. 

A score of 85 is required by the state to avoid immediate reinspection. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: January 31, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm      Length: 2:49 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Elizabeth Gentle delivers her weekly 

report on restaurant scores.  This week focuses on Monaco Pictures which opened in 

November. We took our camera behind the scenes to see what safety measures they make 

mandatory. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: February 7 , 2008 
Time:  10:00pm      Length: 1:49 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Elizabeth Gentle delivers her weekly 

report on restaurant scores.  This week is a special report on restaurants and Valentine’s 

Day. We spoke with Scott Harriman director of many local Huntsville restaurants to see 

how he deals with the hectic day. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: February 14 , 2008 
Time:  10:00pm      Length: 3:50 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Elizabeth Gentle delivers her weekly 

report on restaurant scores.  This week’s special assignment report deals with germs.  
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Resolved laboratories conducts random sampling of high- contact surfaces at public 

facilities. They determine in seconds if germs are present. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News Weekend Today 
Date Aired: February 23 , 2008 
Time:  8:00am      Length: 2:45 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Elizabeth Gentle delivers her weekly 

report on restaurant scores.  This week’s special assignment report deals with public 

restrooms versus your own bathroom and kitchen. Could the same germs on public toilets 

be found on your own at home? 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News Weekend Today 
Date Aired: March 3 , 2008 
Time:  8:00am      Length: 2:45 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Elizabeth Gentle delivers her weekly 

report on restaurant scores.  This week’s special assignment report deals with school 

lunchrooms. Lunchrooms are graded just as strict as restaurants. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News Weekend Today 
Date Aired: March 8, 2008 
Time:  8:00am      Length: 2:45 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Elizabeth Gentle delivers her weekly 

report on restaurant scores.  This week’s special assignment report deals with 

supermarkets and their health restrictions.  Deli workers at Star Supermarkets check the 

accuracy of foods with a digital thermometer. 
 

Program:WAFF 48 News Weekend Today 
Date Aired: March 15, 2008 
Time:  8:00am      Length: 2:00 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Elizabeth Gentle delivers her weekly 

report on restaurant scores. This week the WAFF restaurant scorecard team inspected a 

new restaurant before the first customer was served. The Chuck Wagon BBQ opened in 

Madison. 

 
Program:WAFF 48 News Weekend Today 
Date Aired: March 22, 2008 
Time:  8:00am      Length: 2:00 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Elizabeth Gentle delivers her weekly 

report on restaurant scores. Some places didn’t make the 85 to pass this week. Some of 

those places were Maria Bonita, Mojo’s Deli Conoco, and the Station. 
 
 

Program:WAFF 48 News Weekend Today 
Date Aired: March 29, 2008 
Time:  8:00am      Length: 2:07 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Elizabeth Gentle delivers her weekly 

report on restaurant scores. This week she investigates the closing of Backyard Burger 

restaurants in Alabama.  
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Public Service Announcements 
The station aired several different Public Service Announcements that pertained 
to affordable health care, parenting and family issues, teen drug use, teen 
pregnancy, child abuse, health care for elderly, funding for disaster relief, safety 
issues, effects of budget cuts on the mental health community and 
other miscellaneous topics. Announcements were in varying length (: 10, 15, 20, 
30, and: 60); each PSA aired multiple times between January 1 and March 30, 
2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 8 of 21 

Programs Providing Most Significant Treatment of Community Issues: 
Public Safety and Crime 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: January 6, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm      Length: 1:30 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Mark Tornhill delivers his weekly crimestoppers 
report. This week he focuses on a stolen credit card that was used to buy a TV. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: January 9, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm      Length: 1:38 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Mark Tornhill delivers his weekly 

crimestoppers report. This week he focuses on two people that actually used a vehicle as 

a weapon. November 4th, a woman was loading her groceries into her car here at the 

Wal-Mart Supercenter on University Drive when the two drove right into her buggy and 

stole her purse. 

 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: January 16, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm      Length: 1:44 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Mark Tornhill delivers his weekly 

crimestoppers report. This week he focuses on a robbery at the chevron at 4964 

University Drive. One man distracts the cashier while the suspect walked straight to the 

office and found money. 

 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: January 23, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm      Length: 1:46 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Mark Tornhill delivers his weekly 

crimestoppers report. This week’s report focuses on a robbery at the Country Inn and 

Suites on University Dr. A man with a gun demanded that the clerk give him money. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: February 4, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm      Length: 35 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Mark Tornhill delivers his weekly 

Valley’s Wanted report.  

This week’s crimes include robbery, assault, and theft. The danger could be eliminated 

with one phone call to 53 crime. 
 

Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: February 17, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm      Length: 1:50 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Mark Tornhill delivers his weekly 

Crimestoppers report.  
This week’s crime involves a robbery at a valley subway. The suspect pulls a gun at the register 
and adds that he is sorry he needs to pay bills. 
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Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: February 24, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm      Length: 1:43 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Mark Tornhill delivers his weekly 

Crimestoppers report.  

This week’s crime involves a robbery at a fitness center. Here’s your chance to help lock 

up a locker room thief. 
 

Program:NBC Nightly News 
Date Aired: February 24, 2008 
Time: 530pm For the first time in this country, more than one in a hundred Americans is in 
prison, according to a new study by the Pew Research Center,  Pete Williams looks at this 
country’s exploding prison population, the cost, and at possible ways to lower numbers without 
jeopardizing public safety. 
 

Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: March 2, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm      Length: 1:45 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Mark Tornhill delivers his weekly 

Crimestoppers report.  
This week’s crime involves a library and a convenience store. But these surveillance photos can 
help solve this crime.      
 
      

Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: March 9, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm      Length: 1:54 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Mark Tornhill delivers his weekly 

Crimestoppers report.  

This week’s crime deals with a murder that happened December 8
th

 on Bonnell Drive. 

Unfortunately so far there are no suspects, arrests, or closure for the family. Call 53 

Crime with any information.  
 

Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: March 10, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm      Length: 34 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Mark Tornhill delivers his weekly 

Valley’s Wanted report. This week’s crime include possession of drugs, theft of property, 

intimidating a witness, and assault. As always call 53 crime to identify any of these 

people. 

 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: March 17, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm      Length: 34 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Mark Tornhill delivers his weekly 

Valley’s Wanted report. Crimes of this week include possession of marijuana, theft of 

property, and unlawful breaking and entering.  
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Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: March 30, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm      Length: 2:07 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Mark Tornhill delivers his weekly 

Crimestoppers report. This week we need help finding three “real life” stooges caught on 

tape. These stooges were trying to break in to an ATM machine. 

 

 

 
 
Public Service Announcements 
The station aired several different Public Service Announcements that pertained 
to crime rate, youth violence, gun control, increased presence of law 
enforcement, antiquated prison system, tougher sentencing, school safety and 
other miscellaneous topics. Announcements were in varying length (: 10, 15, 20, 
30, and: 60); each PSA aired multiple times between January 1 and March 30, 
2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Program:NBC Nightly News 
Date Aired: March 12, 2008 
Time:  5:30pm 

Program Summary: Southwest Airlines grounds 44 of its planes and has to cancel flights 

after the government issues a record fine because of maintenance problems; former Vice 

Presidential nominee Geraldine Ferraro roils the Democratic race with remarks about 

race; an exclusive investigation into what some high-profile ministers are doing with the 

money they get from the faithful; how exercise can make your body "younger"; and an 

unlikely partnership: A real estate developer and environmentalists make room for some 

really cool neighbors.  
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Programs Providing Most Significant Treatment of Community Issues: 
Education 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News Today at 5 
Date Aired: January 2, 2008 
Time:  5:00am        Length: 20 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report on the extended deadline for enrolling in 
Alabama’s access program. The prepaid college tuition plan’s deadline was originally December 
31st but has been extended to January 15th. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at Noon 
Date Aired: January 8, 2008 
Time:  12:00pm        Length: 2:24 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS had two guests from Drake College. Prema Montiero spoke 
about Drake’s new culinary arts program. Monica Sudeall spoke about the new Adult Ed 
program. 
 

Program:WAFF 48 News at 5 
Date Aired: January 16, 2008 
Time:  5:00pm        Length: 1:00 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS investigator Bobby Shuttleworth delivers a report on a 
valley’s school new attendance policy. The new policy allows parents and students to find their 
grades and attendance on-line. 
 

Program:WAFF 48 News Today 
Date Aired: January 23, 2008 
Time:  6:00am       Length: 25 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report on Tennessee lawmakers evaluating a 
proposal to change the cutoff date for children eligible for kindergarten.  The proposal would 
require children to be 5 years old before September 1st instead of the current September 30th. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 6 
Date Aired: January 29, 2008 
Time:  5:00pm        Length: 1:36 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS investigator Rachel Hardman delivers a report on the new 
Albertville High School. Portable classrooms have been moved on campus. The old stadium is 
being demolished to make way for a new performing arts building and auditorium. 
 

Program:WAFF 48 News Today at 5 
Date Aired: February 4, 2008 
Time:  5:00am        Length: 25 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report on the growing competition of Tennessee 
colleges. More students are trying to go to school in Tennessee because of lottery scholarships. 
 

Program:WAFF 48 News Today at 5 
Date Aired: February 12, 2008 
Time:  5:00am        Length: 30 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report on a new lawsuit filled in the Lee High Bus 
crash.  Lawyers for James Garth say they’re suing the drivers of both cars in the crash and 
Laidlaw. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News Today at 5 



Page 12 of 21 

Date Aired: February 12, 2008 
Time:  5:00 pm       Length: 1:17 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Eric Solloman delivers a report on a 

Jackson County school bus that was stolen. The bus was found but was seriously 

damaged. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: February 28, 2008 
Time:  10:00 pm       Length: 1:13 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Eric Solloman delivers a report on a 

budget cut that may cause college tuition to go up. Governor Riley’s proposed budget 

cuts of higher education has many students upset because it effects their costs first.  
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 6 
Date Aired: March 3, 2008 
Time:  6:00 pm       Length: 1:13 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Tory Dunan delivers a report on the Read 

Across America Day. Classrooms all across the valley got their fare share of Dr. Seuss. 

Volunteers read books to students as part of read across America Day in honor of Dr. 

Seuss’s birthday. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: March 11, 2008 
Time:  10:00 pm       Length: 35 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report on a proposed property tax 

increase in Hartselle. It was voting down by Hartselle voters it would have bumped up 

property taxes for a new high school. 
 

Program:WAFF 48 News at 5 
Date Aired: March 21, 2008 
Time:  5:00 pm       Length: 25 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report on the nation’s top ranking for 

pre-kindergarten programs. Alabama and North Carolina share the top spots. Governor 

Bob Riley made the big announcement in Montgomery. 
 

Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: March 26, 2008 
Time:  10:00 pm       Length: 34 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report on a financial crunch at the state 

level. Superintendant Dr. Roy Ann Moore has appointed an eight member committee to 

study Huntsville city schools. That could include closing or consolidating some schools. 
  

 Public Service Announcements 
The station aired several different Public Service Announcements that pertained 
to and including literacy, and S.C. national placement, more internships for youth, 
parental involvement, need to clean up school curriculum, funding for various 
programs and other miscellaneous topics. Announcements were in varying 
length (: 10, 15, 20, 30, and: 60); each PSA aired multiple times between 
January 1 and March 30, 2008. 
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Programs Providing Most Significant Treatment of Community Issues: 
Business and Economic Developments 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: January 3, 2008 
Time:  5:00pm         Length: 1:00 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report on the economy concerning higher oil 
prices and the struggling housing market.  President Bush is meeting with top financial 
regulators as he prepares for remarks Monday on the state of the economy. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 6 
Date Aired: January 9, 2008 
Time:  5:00pm         Length: 1:02 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS investigator Bobby Shuttleworth delivers a report on a new 
Lowe’s opening in Hartselle. There’s estimated to be 120 new jobs. Groundbreaking begins in 
February. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 6 
Date Aired: January 17, 2008 
Time:  6:00pm         Length: 45 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report about development in downtown Decatur. 
City leaders want to redevelop the area of vacant warehouses near Moulton Street. The plans 
include an art gallery, a railroad museum, and a sidewalk café. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 6 
Date Aired: January 23, 2008 
Time:  6:00pm         Length: 1:18 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS investigator Bobby Shuttleworth delivers a report on a new 
plant in Tanner that is home to DHS systems. The plant is expected to manufacture more than 
100 million dollars worth of military equipment during 2008. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: January 31, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm         Length: 1:19 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS investigator Christie Ileto delivers a report on a new facility 
in the Shoals. The new 5 thousand square foot structure will be used for recreation and a storm 
shelter. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: February 7, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm         Length: 25 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report on the economic stimulus package that has 
passed the senate. The Senate added 300 dollar rebates to people who don’t pay income taxes 
and are on social security or veteran’s disability. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 6 
Date Aired: February 15, 2008 
Time:  6:00pm         Length: 25 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report on the construction of the National 
Alabama Corporation in Barton. Governor Riley helped install the first 65-foot beam for the new 
building. It will bring about 18 hundred jobs to the Shoals. 
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Program:WAFF 48 News at 6 
Date Aired: February 22, 2008 
Time:  6:00pm         Length: 30 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report on a new disaster loan outreach 

center  in Moulton to help people affected by the tornadoes. The SBA provides low-

interest disaster loans to help people get back on their feet. 
 

Program:WAFF 48 News at 6 
Date Aired: February 28, 2008 
Time:  6:00pm         Length: 1:19 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Elizabeth Gentle delivers a report on the 

growing projects in Madison. Residents are concerned if the roads can handle all of the 

new growth and extra projects. There is a long list of Highway projects. 

 

Program:WAFF 48 News at 5 
Date Aired: March 5, 2008 
Time:  5:00pm         Length: 45 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report about another economic victory in 

Alabama. The air force has awarded a 40 billion dollar contract to two companies who 

plan to build in Mobile. 
 

Program:WAFF 48 News at 6 
Date Aired: March 12, 2008 
Time:  6:00pm         Length: 54 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report about more exciting economic 

news for the Shoals. A Georgia based company is expanding to Florence. Several jobs 

will need to be filled at Southwire.  

 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 5 
Date Aired: March 19, 2008 
Time:  5:00pm         Length: 1:13 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report on a new hospital in Madison. The state 
certificate of need board has awarded the rights to Huntsville hospital. They are happy to have 
the opportunity to serve the residents of Madison. 
 

Program:WAFF 48 News Today  
Date Aired: March 25, 2008 
Time:  5:00am         Length: 1:00 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report on bills related to a proposed new quarry 
in Limestone County. If the plans are ever allowed to get off the ground, the new quarry would 
be built in Limestone County near Tanner. 

 
 
Public Service Announcements 
The station aired several different Public Service Announcements that pertained 
to need for high tech companies in the state, poor labor market for economic 
development and other miscellaneous topics. Announcements were in varying 
length (: 30, and: 60); each PSA aired multiple times between January 1 and 
March 30, 2008. 
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Programs Providing Most Significant Treatment of Community Issues: 
Civic Responsibilities 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: January 6, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm         Length: 1:05 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS anchor Lee Marshall delivers a report on foster children in 
Alabama. Siblings April, Amanda, and Austin have been in foster care for more than half their 
lives and are looking for a permanent family.  
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: January 13, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm         Length: 1:15 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS anchor Lee Marshall delivers a report on foster children in 
Alabama.  Brother and sister Rodrick and Keona have been in foster care most of their lives. At 
least they are together while they wait for a permanent family. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: January 20, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm         Length: 1:00 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS anchor Lee Marshall delivers a report on foster children in 
Alabama.  Roman is looking for a family and a loving home.  He would like to have brothers and 
sisters to relate to. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: January 27, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm         Length::45 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS anchor Lee Marshall delivers a report on foster children in 
Alabama.  Tommy is 10 years old; he would love to have a permanent home with a forever 
family. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: February 3, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm         Length: 1:20 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS anchor Lee Marshall delivers a report on foster 

children in Alabama.  Russell is 14 years old and would like to find a family in Alabama 

so he could stay close to his sister. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: February 10, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm         Length: 45 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS anchor Lee Marshall delivers a report on foster 

children in Alabama. Six year old Adam is a special child. He uses a motorized 

wheelchair to get around but doesn’t see his disability as a negative. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: February 17, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm         Length: 41 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS anchor Lee Marshall delivers a report on foster 

children in Alabama. Tonight Lee introduces us to Shaquille a teenager who loves 

football. But he would love to find a forever family. 
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Program:Meet The Press 
Date Aired: February 24, 2008 
Time:  8am 
Program Summary: We have a political roundtable with insights and analysis on Clinton vs. 

Obama and McCain vs. the New York Times -- featuring David Brooks of the New York Times, 

presidential historian Doris Kearns Goodwin, Michele Norris of NPR's "All Things Considered," 

and Chuck Todd of NBC News. We'll have the latest poll numbers and NBC's updated delegate 

count as our Decision 2008 coverage continues.  

 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: February 24, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm         Length: 43 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS anchor Lee Marshall delivers a report on foster 

children in Alabama. Tonight Lee introduces us to three sisters who need a home. 

Marena, Isabella, and Selena need a forever family. 
 

Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: March 2, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm         Length: 46 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS anchor Lee Marshall delivers a report on foster 

children in Alabama. Tonight Lee introduces us to Spencer the youngest of four brothers. 

He would like to stay with them but realizes that a forever family may mean separation. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: March 9, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm         Length: 1:11 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS anchor Lee Marshall delivers a report on foster 

children in Alabama. Tonight Lee introduces us to Ronnie. Ronnie makes good grades in 

school and would like to be a doctor when he grows up.  
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: March 16, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm         Length: 57 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS anchor Lee Marshall delivers a report on foster 

children in Alabama.  
JJ is a special child with special needs. He is in the second grade and needs a family to love. 
 

Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: March 23, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm         Length: 1:03 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS anchor Lee Marshall delivers a report on foster 

children in Alabama.  
This week we introduce you to stair step trio. Amanda, April, and Austin are looking for a forever 
family.  
 

Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: March 30, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm         Length:  

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS anchor Lee Marshall delivers a report on foster 

children in Alabama. Tonight we introduce you to Tia. Tia has been in foster care since 

she was a week old she hates moving around and would love to find a forever family. 
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Public Service Announcements 
The station aired several different Public Service Announcements that pertained 
to the need for volunteerism, lack of trust in elected officials, need for recreational 
facilities for families, safer streets and highways, increased pride in the 
community, littering, homelessness, welfare reform, role modeling for youth, 
church involvement in charities, accountability for charities and other 
miscellaneous topics. Announcements were in varying length (: 10, 15, 20, 30, 
and: 60); each PSA aired multiple times between January 1 and March 30, 2008 
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Programs Providing Most Significant Treatment of Community Issues: 
Minority Issues 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 5 
Date Aired: January 3, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm      Length: 1:30 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Eric Solloman delivers a report on a public hearing 
studying Alabama illegal immigration problems. The meeting is at the Huntsville Museum of Art. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: January 10, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm      Length: 1:21 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 delivers a report on a cardiac ct scan that is not covered by 
medicare. The cardiac ct scan is the gold standard in diagnosing coronary artery disease. But in a 
surprise move medicare has decided not to cover it anymore. 
 

Program:WAFF 48 News at 6 
Date Aired: January 21, 2008 
Time:  6:00pm      Length: 30 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 delivers a report on the next Honor Flight. The next flight is set for 
May 31st. Each flight costs about 100 thousand dollars. Honor Flight is holding an art auction and 
reception to help raise money. 
 

Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: January 31, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm      Length: 25 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report on Cinram and foreign born workers. 
Workers primarily from Nepal were here on temporary visas. They packed up and left town 
leaving their employers and landlords with many questions. 
 

Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: February 4, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm      Length: 30 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report on Sue Schmitz. Schmitz was 

arrested early this month for allegedly taking more than 177 thousand dollars in pay from 

the city skills training program affiliated with Alabama’s two –year college system. 
 

Program:WAFF 48 News at 6am 
Date Aired: February 13, 2008 
Time:  6:00am      Length: 30 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report on workers trying to find a new 

location for a homeless shelter. The current location is at the corner of 1
st
 and 9

th
 Ave. in 

west Huntsville. It is 

in the path of a new road the city is building. 
 

Program:WAFF 48 News at 6am 
Date Aired: February 28, 2008 
Time:  6:00am      Length: 25 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report on Russellville assisted living 

residents settling into new homes. A judge ordered Lawrence Place to shut down last 

week. Many residents went to Wellington Place in Muscle Shoals. 
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Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: March 4, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm     Length: 1:17 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Elizabeth Gentle delivers a story on an 

immigration rally. Supporters want a bill passed to combat illegal immigration. They 

worry special interest parties will block its passage. 
 

Program:WAFF 48 News at Noon 
Date Aired: March 13, 2008 
Time:  12:00pm     Length: 2:30 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report on female and fabulous 

benefitting Kids to Love. Gil Brady and Sonia Robinson spoke about the event slated for 

March 28
th

. 
 

Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: March 18, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm          Length: 1:16 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS reporter Eric Solloman delivers a report on illegal 

immigration. Last week an Alabama senate committee could not come up with enough 

members for a vote on the issue. They try again this week. 
 

Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: March 26, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm          Length: :25 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report on a group of Alabama 

lawmakers plans on voting on ten bills dealing with illegal immigration. The house 

judiciary committee heard testimony for and against the bills today. 

 

 
Public Service Announcements 
The station aired several different Public Service Announcements that pertained 
to urban neighborhood revitalization, affordable education, and minority 
representation in government, confederate flag, discrimination in the workplace, 
television coverage of African-American community events, race relations and 
other miscellaneous topics. Announcements were in varying length (: 30, and: 
60); each PSA aired multiple times between January 1 and March 30, 2008. 
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Programs Providing Most Significant Treatment of Community Issues: 
Terrorism/United States 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News Today at 5 
Date Aired: January 2, 2008 
Time:  5:00am      Length: 1:30 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report about elections in Pakistan. A top official 
says the country’s elections will be delayed by a month. 
 

Program:WAFF 48 News Today at 5 
Date Aired: January 11, 2008 
Time:  5:00am      Length: 1:30 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report about the upcoming election for President 
of the United States. Presidential candidates John McCain and Rudy Giuliani both agree that the 
US needs to stay in Iraq.  
 

Program:WAFF 48 News Today at 5 
Date Aired: January 14, 2008 
Time:  5:00am      Length: 25 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report about President Bush’s 8 day tour in the 
Middle East. The president is calling on the US and Arab allies to join together and confront the 
problem of terrorism in Iran. 
 

Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: January 26, 2008 
Time:  10:00    Length: 22 
Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report on a kidnapped American aid worker in 
southern Afghanistan. Cyd Mizell works for the Asian Rural Life Development Foundation. She 
was taken from a residential neighborhood on her way to work. 
 

Program:WAFF 48 News Today at 5 
Date Aired: January 29, 2008 
Time:  5:00am Length: 35 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report on the economy and funding the 

war. The president called for full funding of the war in Iraq but Democrats were not 

impressed. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News Today at 5 
Date Aired: February 7, 2008 
Time:  5:00am Length: 42 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report on a new terror tactic by Al-

Qaeda. Video released by the U.S. Military shows dozen of young children being trained 

to kidnap and kill. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News Today at 5 
Date Aired: February 14, 2008 
Time:  5:00am Length: 25 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report on Hezbollah military leader Imad 

Mughniyeh’s death. Imad was killed in a car bomb attack in Damascus, Syria. He was on 

the 10 most wanted list. 
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Program:WAFF 48 News at 5 
Date Aired: February 21, 2008 
Time:  5:00pm Length: 30 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report on legislation that would make it 

a crime to protect an illegal alien from detection from state or federal authorities. The bill 

would require all employers to verify proof of legal status of all of their employees. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: February 26, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm Length: 22 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report on Democrats in the senate that 

are pushing ahead with a bill that deals with a hot election topic. The Senate voted to 

allow debate on a bill to cut Funding for the war in Iraq. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 5 
Date Aired: March 5, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm Length: 1:46 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report on the 2008 election. Today John 

Mccain got an endorsement from President Bush. Bush says he is the man to take on AL-

Qaeda. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at Noon 
Date Aired: March 13, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm Length: 30 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report on a version of a terrorist-

surveillance bill. The house version of the foreign intelligence surveillance act or fisa, is 

expected to come up for a vote later today. President Bush says the House bill could open 

up dangerous intelligence gaps. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 5 
Date Aired: March 19, 2008 
Time:  5:00pm Length: 1:30 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report on the fifth anniversary of the 

beginning of the Iraq war. The price tag is threatening to top a trillion dollars. 
 
Program:WAFF 48 News at 10 
Date Aired: March 24, 2008 
Time:  10:00pm Length: 43 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 NEWS delivers a report on the four thousandth US death 

since the war started more than five years ago. Four US soldiers were killed Sunday in 

Baghdad when a roadside bomb exploded.   

 
 
Public Service Announcements 
The station aired several different Public Service Announcements that pertained 
to and including viewer responses, fundraising and security issues and other 
miscellaneous topics. Announcements were in varying length (: 30, and: 60); 
each PSA aired multiple times between January 1 and March 30, 2008. 
 
 


