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Quarterly Issues Report 
 

 

2009 Community Affairs Issues 

 Second Quarter 

 

 

 

1. Health Services and Medical Care-including affordable health care, parenting and 

family issues, teen drug use, teen pregnancy, child abuse, health care for elderly, funding 

for disaster relief, safety issues, effects of budget cut on mental health community. 

 

2. Public Safety and Crime-including crime rate, youth violence, gun control, increased 

presence of law enforcement, antiquated prison system, tougher sentencing, and school 

safety. 

 

3. Education-including literacy, and S.C. national placement, more internships for youth, 

parental involvement, need to clean up school curriculum, funding for various programs). 

 

4. Business and Economic Development-including need for high tech companies in the 

state, poor labor market for economic development. 

 

5. Civic Responsibilities-including need for volunteerism, lack of trust in elected 

officials, need for recreational facilities for families, safer streets and highways, increased 

pride in the community, littering, homelessness, welfare reform, role modeling for youth, 

church involvement in charities, accountability for charities. 

 

6. Minority Issues-including urban neighborhood revitalization, affordable education, 

minority representation in government, confederate flag, discrimination in the workplace, 

television coverage of African-American community events, race relations. 

 

7. Terrorism/America Unites-including viewer responses, fundraising and security 

issues. 
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WAFF 48 

 
Second Quarter: April 1, 2009 through June, 2009. 
 
Description of WAFF 48 Programs 
 
Program    Day    Time 
Local News: 
 
48News Sunrise   Monday – Friday  5:30-6:00 AM 
48News Today   Monday – Friday  6:00-7:00 AM 
48News at Noon   Monday – Saturday   12:00-12:30 PM 
48News at 5pm   Monday – Friday  5:00-5:30 PM 
48News at 6pm   Monday – Friday  6:00-6:30 PM 
48News Ten at 10   Monday – Friday  10:00-10:35 PM 
48News Today: Weekend Edition Saturday   8:00-9:00 AM 
48News Weekend   Saturday – Sunday  5:00-5:30 PM 
48News Ten at 10: Weekend Saturday – Sunday  10:00-10:35 PM 
 
All of the above programs are locally produced news, presenting a mix of news, 
weather, sports and issues-related feature stories and segments.  Issue-
responsive program segments are usually 1:30-2:30 minutes in duration, unless 
otherwise indicated. 
 
Early Today                               Monday-Friday                          4:30-5am 
 
This business news and consumer show gives viewers breaking business news 
and stock market action from the domestic and foreign exchanges. 
 
 
Today Show                                Monday-Friday                        7-9:00am 
 
This three-hour network program provides the latest in international and domestic 
news, weather reports and interviews with newsmakers from the world of politics, 
business, media, entertainment and sports. WAFF-48 provides local cut-in at 
various times. 
 
 
Weekend Editions of Today        Saturday                                 8-9am 
 
Weekend editions continue the “Today” tradition of covering breaking news, 
interviewing newsmakers, reporting on a variety of popular culture and human 
interest stories, covering topics related to health and finance and presenting the 
latest sports and weather information. 
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NBC Nightly News                        Monday-Friday                     5:30-6:00pm 
 
“NBC Nightly News with Tom Brokaw” provides reports and analysis of the day’s 
most newsworthy national and international events. It offers solution-driven 
programming that delves into the toughest issues facing our society today.  
 
 
Dateline-NBC                               Various Weekly  Various Times 
 
This network program has pioneered a unique approach to prime time news 
programming with its multi-broadcast franchise. With this schedule, the one-hour 
newsmagazine enables NBC News to present is best reporting, investigative 
features, and newsmaker profiles in a consistent and comprehensive manner. 
 
 
Meet The Press                         Sunday                                 Various Times 
 
This one-hour network news program consists of three interview segments with 
guests of national and international political importance, followed by an expanded 
roundtable discussion at the end of each broadcast. 
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Programs Providing Most Significant Treatment of Community Issues: 

Health Services and Medical Care 
 

Program: WAFF 48 News Today 

Date Aired: April 04, 2009 

Time: 8:00am           Length: 3:09 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News anchor Kim Essex delivers her weekly restaurant 

scorecard report. A few scores from Huntsville are: Restaurant El Azteca 96. Main Event 

Catering 97. Nothing But Noodles 97. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: April 09, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm           Length: 3:20 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News anchor Kim Essex delivers her weekly restaurant 

scorecard report. Some scores from Decatur include Logan’s 83. Big Bob Gibson’s Bar b 

q 86. Minnie Lee’s Soulfood Café 87.  

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: April 16, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm           Length: 3:23 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News anchor Kim Essex delivers her weekly restaurant 

scorecard report. Some low scores in Huntsville include China Star 75. Papa Jack’s 83. 

Casa Blanca 87. 
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: April 24, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm           Length: 25 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on swine flu. Health authorities 

believe it has killed as many as 60 people in Mexico. Schools, Museums, Libraries and 

theaters were closed across Mexico City to halt the spread of swine flu.  
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: April 29, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm           Length: 50 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers an update to the recent swine flu outbreak. 

Health officers say tests are still being processed but right now there are no confirmed 

cases in Alabama. The World Health Organization is raising it’s alert to 5 that’s one step 

from a pandemic 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at Noon 

Date Aired: May 04, 2009 

Time: 12:00pm           Length: 25 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on sporting events resuming. The 

Alabama High School Athletic Association has agreed to resume games tomorrow. 

Events were postponed last week due to fears about the H1-N1 flu.   
 
 

 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: May 11, 2009 
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Time: 5:00pm           Length: 1:35 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on health care in the United States. 

President Obama has gotten historic opponents of universal health coverage like hospitals 

and doctors to promise cost-cutting. The president says that makes major reform possible.  

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: May 21, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm           Length: 3:14 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News anchor Kim Essex delivers her weekly Restaurant 

Scorecard report. Some top scores this week include; Steakout on Whitesburg in 

Huntsville 97. Quiznos on University Dr. in Huntsville 99. Café 302 in Huntsville 91. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News Today at 5 

Date Aired: May 26, 2009 

Time: 5:00am          Length: 55 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on possible water danger in 

Haleyville. Some residents believe their watershed is in danger because it sits next to the 

city landfill. Some items found were a bag that read “may cause eye and respiratory 

irritation.” 
 

Program: WAFF 48 News Today at 5 

Date Aired: June 05, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm          Length: 22 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on a new test for the diagnosis of 

diabetes.  

Experts say the *a-1-c* test should be used to diagnose diabetes, rather than the two tests 

currently used to detect the disease.  A-1-c is a measurement of glucose levels over the 

past two to three months, and does not require patients to fast.  
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at Noon 

Date Aired: June 09, 2009 

Time: 12:00pm          Length: 30 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report colon cancer rates. Researchers at 

the American cancer society looked at trends in colon cancer rates from 19-92 to 2005 

among adults younger than 50. They found cases went up over one percent per year for 

both men and women... among those ages 20 to 29 cases increased over 5 percent every 

year.  

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: June 15, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm          Length: 20 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on a new morning sickness drug for 

pregnant women.  Now, a new study from Israel finds a drug called reg-lan is safe and 

does -not- affect fetuses -- even when taken during the first trimester.  

 

 

 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at Today at 5 

Date Aired: June 23, 2009 
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Time: 5:00pm          Length: 1:18 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News reporter Elizabeth Gentle delivers a report on hot 

weather and cars. It doesn’t take long for temperatures inside a vehicle to rise to 

dangerous levels. Make sure your kids have plenty of water and never leave them in the 

car without air-conditioning. 

 

 

Program: NBC Nightly News 

Date Aired: May 1, 2009 

Time: 5:30pm           

Program Summary:  

New cases of swine flu were reported, but scientists are beginning to think the strain may 

not be as severe as first feared. 

 

 

Public Service Announcements 

The station aired several different Public Service Announcements that pertained to 

affordable health care, parenting and family issues, teen drug use, teen pregnancy, child 

abuse, health care for elderly, funding for disaster relief, safety issues, effects of budget 

cuts on the mental health community and 

other miscellaneous topics. Announcements were in varying length (: 10, 15, 20, 30, and: 

60); each PSA aired multiple times between April 1 and June 30, 2009. 
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Programs Providing Most Significant Treatment of Community Issues: 

Public Safety and Crime 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: April 01, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm                Length: 1:30 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News anchor Mark Thornhill delivers his weekly 

crimestoppers report. A purse was stolen from a vehicle at the Rave movie theatre in 

south Huntsville. Later a man is caught on video using that stolen card at the Wal-Mart in 

Hampton cove. Your anonymous tips to 53 crime can help find him.  

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: April 06, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm                Length: 20 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a story on an arrest made in Madison. 18 

year old Sean Vinson has been arrested. He is charged with 11 counts of criminal 

mischief and 3 counts of arson.  
   

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: April 15, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm                Length: 1:45 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News anchor Mark Thornhill delivers his weekly 

crimestoppers report. In the summer of 2007 a car slammed into the Gables Apartments 

in Huntsville. 2 year old Kelvin Harris was injured while playing on the patio. The driver 

of the car left and has not been found. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: April 24, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm          Length: 1:25 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on a former valley police officer. 

Shane Alldredge is behind bars again. He was paroled from prison just 11 days ago. 

Since then his wife has filed a domestic violence charge and Cullman county sheriff's 

deputies issued an arrest warrant. Alldredge turned himself in at 2:30. 

      

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: April 27, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm          Length: 30 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on a former attorney convicted on 

sexual abuse charges. A hearing has been set to determine if John Mclain will get a new 

trial. He is appealing his conviction on sex abuse and child enticement charges. 

 

 Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: May 04, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm                Length: 35 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News anchor Mark Thornhill delivers his weekly Valley’s 

Wanted report. We have three theft cases this week. Two of the suspects, Tyler Adonis 

Dorset and Lisa Leeann Compton, are wanted on charges of theft of property. The other, 

Alta Naomi Damron, is facing a charge of theft by fraudulent leasing when she's caught.  

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 
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Date Aired: May 11, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm                Length: 42 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News anchor Mark Thornhill delivers his weekly Valley’s 

Wanted report. William Lavern Wilson is wanted on a charge of marijuana possession.  

Charlisa Nicole porter is facing a charge of possession of cocaine. And Joe Nathan 

Corbin is wanted on a burglary charge. 

      

Program: WAFF 48 News Today at 5 

Date Aired: May 19, 2009 

Time: 5:00am               Length: 40 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report meth in a milk carton. DeKalb 

County sheriff’s deputies tried to stop a suspect for a traffic violation. After the suspect 

was stopped after a chase troopers say they found a 16 ounce carton of chocolate milk 

with 131 grams of methamphetamine inside.  
        
      

Program: WAFF 48 News Today at 5 

Date Aired: May 26, 2009 

Time: 5:00am               Length: 25 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report about sexual predators online. 

Researchers at Cincinnati children's hospital medical center polled 173 girls between the 

ages of 14 and 17.  

40 percent said they'd been subjected to sexual advances online. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: June 03, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm               Length: 22 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on a meth bust. A tip from a family 

member and a traffic stop take more than 5 thousand dollars worth of meth off the street. 

The Madison-Morgan county stac team pulled over a car that contained a large amount of 

meth and meth paraphernalia. 
 

Program: WAFF 48 News Today at 5 

Date Aired: June 08, 2009 

Time: 5:00am               Length: 25 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on Huntsville police searching for 

suspects responsible for a fire at a home over the weekend. Police say someone threw 

Molotov cocktails at a home on Stevens avenue Saturday morning. 
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 6 

Date Aired: June 18, 2009 

Time: 6:00pm               Length: 20 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on a thief that is still on the run 

after robbing the Economy Inn off University Dr. overnight. The clerk told officers a man 

with a ski mask came in and pointed a rifle at him, then demanded money.  The employee 

gave the robber the cash and the robber took off. 

 
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: June 22, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm               Length: 1:14 
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Program Summary: WAFF 48 News reporter Christie Ileto delivers a report on Leighton 

wanted. Law enforcement officers are giving amnesty to offenders on warrants. But if 

you do not take advantage of this grace period you could face jail time. 
  

 

Public Service Announcements 

The station aired several different Public Service Announcements that pertained to crime 

rate, youth violence, gun control, increased presence of law enforcement, antiquated 

prison system, tougher sentencing, school safety and other miscellaneous topics. 

Announcements were in varying length (: 10, 15, 20, 30, and: 60); each PSA aired 

multiple times between April 1 and June 30, 2009. 
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Programs Providing Most Significant Treatment of Community Issues: 

Education 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: April 04, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm                Length: 20 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on school zones in Madison. The 

Madison School board members plan to vote tonight on new elementary school zones. 

Many parents have complained about the plans to redistrict when a new elementary 

school opens in the fall.  

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: April 07, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm                Length: 20 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on the financially troubled pact 

program. Governor Riley says state leaders have come up with a way to shore up the 

program. Three board members met privately with the Governor this morning. 
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 6 

Date Aired: April 17, 2009 

Time: 6:00pm                Length: 25 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on tuition going up at all 3 schools 

in the University of Alabama system. The board voted to raise tuition. Administrators 

blame the increase and job cuts on the bad economy 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 6 

Date Aired: April 21, 2009 

Time: 6:00pm                Length: 25 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on a plan that would expand 

learning time in the classroom. Huntsville educators learned more about the expanded 

learning time initiative which gives teacher more opportunities to plan lessons and 

develop a higher quality curriculum.  
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at Noon 

Date Aired: May 01, 2009 

Time: 12:00pm                Length: 20 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on the education budget. The 

Alabama Senate approved the 6.2 billion dollar budget Thursday. The bill now goes to 

Governor Riley for review.  
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 6 

Date Aired: May 04, 2009 

Time: 6:00pm                Length: 20 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on a new work week at Drake State 

Technical College. This change will also affect most of the school's programs. The hours 

will be Monday through Thursday from 7:30am to 6pm.  Students can register for classes 

until May 29th. 

 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 6 

Date Aired: May 11, 2009 
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Time: 6:00pm                Length: 1:15 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on school consolidation. 3 schools 

in Lawrence County are being consolidated. Mt. Hope, Hazelwood and Speake are the 

affected schools.  
 

Program: WAFF 48 News Today at 5 

Date Aired: May 20, 2009 

Time: 5:00am                Length: 55 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a story on the future of Alabama’s pre-paid 

college tuition program.  The legislature wrapped up its 2009 session last week without a 

solution to pact's financial problems. State lawmakers did pass a resolution to have the 

state pension fund look at the program. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News Today at 5 

Date Aired: May 26, 2009 

Time: 5:00am                Length: 20 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a story on teacher layoffs.  The DeKalb 

county school board voted last week not to renew the contracts of 20 teachers.   The 

superintendent would not comment on why those contracts weren't renewed. 
 

Program: WAFF 48 News Today at 5 

Date Aired: June 05, 2009 

Time: 5:00am                Length: 25 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers some good news for some employees of the 

limestone county school system. Last week, Superintendent Barry Carroll and the school 

board laid off 179 employees. Superintendent Barry Carroll says the system had to close 

two programs and that resulted in some new assignments for a lot of employees. Doctor 

Carroll says they will rehire more employees at the June 22nd school board. 

      

Program: WAFF 48 News Today at 5 

Date Aired: June 09, 2009 

Time: 5:00am                Length: 15 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report of two more Christian schools 

closing. Calvary Christian Academy and Community Christian Academy cite the lower 

economy and a drop in enrollment as reasons. 
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: June 16, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm              Length: 1:09 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News reporter Josh Ault delivers a story on special 

Education cuts. The Muscle Shoals School system had to lay off 11 employees. 7 special 

education aides were let go. School administrators say it comes down to the budget. 

 
      
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 6 

Date Aired: June 22, 2009 

Time: 6:00pm              Length: 1:03 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News reporter Bobby Shuttleworth delivers a report on 

Limestone County teachers. In May the board laid off 74 personnel. This is the second 

time to bring some back. Some are teachers, bus drivers, mechanics, and aides. 
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 Public Service Announcements 

The station aired several different Public Service Announcements that pertained to and 

including literacy, and S.C. national placement, more internships for youth, parental 

involvement, need to clean up school curriculum, funding for various programs and other 

miscellaneous topics. Announcements were in varying length (: 10, 15, 20, 30, and: 60); 

each PSA aired multiple times between April 1 and June 30, 2009. 
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Programs Providing Most Significant Treatment of Community Issues: 

Business and Economic Developments 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 6 

Date Aired: April 04, 2009 

Time: 6:00pm                Length: 30 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on a proposed garbage 

consolidation plan in an effort to save money. A merger between the county and 

Huntsville’s sanitation department could save on staffing and equipment.   

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 6 

Date Aired: April 07, 2009 

Time: 6:00pm                Length: 35 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on Madison expanding its 

volunteer services. Hands on Madison is a branch of Hands on Greater Huntsville. It’s an 

organization that will create positive volunteer opportunities and activities for adults and 

youth within the city of Madison. 
     

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: April 13, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm                Length: 20 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on money for road projects. The 

Alabama Department of Transportation is getting 417 million from the stimulus package. 

The largest of 10 projects is in Etowah County on Interstate 59.  
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: April 22, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm                Length: 1:21 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News reporter Barbara Czura delivers a report on a bill 

that’s passed the Alabama legislature and is awaiting the Governor’s signature. The bill 

would allow towns with fewer than a thousand people to vote to legalize alcohol sales.  
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: April 29, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm                Length: 25 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on Fiat and Chrysler officially 

becoming partners. The partnership is the last piece of a huge restructuring plan for 

Chrysler.  
 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 6 

Date Aired: May 05, 2009 

Time: 6:00pm              Length: 20 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on a highly-advertised gambling 

bill that is dead. The “Sweet Home Alabama” bill won’t come up for a vote in this 

legislative session. 
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: May 12, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm              Length: 50 
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Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on 40 new jobs transferring to 

Huntsville. 40 Boeing jobs will be transferred from Arlington, Virginia to Huntsville. The 

move will begin immediately.  
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: May 21, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm              Length: 20 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on the United Auto Worker Union. 

The Union has reached a deal with General Motors and the Federal Government. The 

deal includes changes in funding to a union-run retiree health care trust and a reduction of 

labor costs.   
 
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: May 26, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm              Length: 1:10 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on height restrictions for downtown 

Huntsville. The current limit is set at 10 stories. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: June 3, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm              Length: 20 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on some much needed financial 

assistance to the Huntsville Space and Rocker center. The department of transportation's 

federal transit administration is awarding the space museum nearly 260-thousand dollars. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at Today at 5 

Date Aired: June 8, 2009 

Time: 5:00am           Length: 35 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on a ribbon cutting. NASA 

celebrates the opening of its newest engineering facility. It will be home to Marshall's 

materials and processes laboratory and spacecraft and vehicle systems department. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at Today at 5 

Date Aired: June 17, 2009 

Time: 5:00am           Length: 15 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on expansion plans for Bridge 

Street Town Centre.  Managers with o-and-s holdings announced the future development 

plans on Tuesday. 

They include a new six story office tower and six championship tennis courts.   

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: June 23, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm           Length: 25 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on bids for the VBC. VBC leaders 

want to spend about 26 million dollars on the renovations but the lowest bids by 

contractors are more than 3 million over that. That means plans will have to be modified. 
 

Program: NBC Nightly News 

Date Aired: April 26, 2009 
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Time: 5:30pm 

Program Summary:As heavy job losses in male-dominated professions force more 

women to fill in as the family's primary breadwinner, their changing role is causing 

difficult shifts both at home and in the workplace 

 

 

 

 

Public Service Announcements 

The station aired several different Public Service Announcements that pertained to need 

for high tech companies in the state, poor labor market for economic development and 

other miscellaneous topics. Announcements were in varying length (: 30, and: 60); each 

PSA aired multiple times between April 1 and June 30, 2009. 
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Programs Providing Most Significant Treatment of Community Issues: 

Civic Responsibilities 
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: April 05, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm                Length: 1:18 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News anchor Lee Marshall delivers her weekly report on 

foster children in Alabama. A 12 year old valley girl has been in 5 foster homes in 5 

years. She would like a forever family. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: April 12, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm                Length: 1:08 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News anchor Lee Marshall delivers her weekly report on 

foster children in Alabama. Andrew is 11 years old and in the 5
th

 grade. Andrew and his 

brother Patrick have been in foster care for 3 years and would love to stay together. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: April 19, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm                Length: 47 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News anchor Lee Marshall delivers her weekly report on 

foster children in Alabama. Patrick is 12 years old and in the sixth grade. He makes good 

grades and loves science. He is looking for a forever family with his brother Andrew. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: April 26, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm                Length: 56 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News anchor Lee Marshall delivers her weekly report on 

foster children in Alabama. Maurice is 11. He was born premature. Maurice is a very 

special child who will require a significant level of support for the rest of his life. Can 

you give that to him? 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: May 03, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm                Length: 37 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News anchor Lee Marshall delivers her weekly report on 

foster children in Alabama. Freddie is 11 and in the 5
th

 grade. He has lived in 4 foster 

homes. He’s looking for a forever family, with a quality only an 11 year old could wish 

for.  

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: May 10, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm                Length: 32 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News anchor Lee Marshall delivers her weekly report on 

foster children in Alabama. Jerome is a very sweet but bashful child. He is in the 7
th

 

grade. He has been in many foster homes and is looking for a permanent home. 
 
 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 
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Date Aired: May 17, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm                Length: 43 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News anchor Lee Marshall delivers her weekly report on 

foster children in Alabama. Nine year old Aquarious is in the 3
rd

 grade this year and his 

favorite subject is math. Aquarious is very smart and makes good grades in school, which 

is quite an accomplishment since he has been in 6 homes, and 6 schools in the past 5 

years he wants a permanent family and to know that he is loved. 
 
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: May 31, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm                Length: 28 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News anchor Lee Marshall delivers her weekly report on 

foster children in Alabama. Cornelius is 14 years old and loves to play. He’s in the 8th 

grade and loves math and art! He’s a good student. 
 
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: June 07, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm                Length: 46 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News anchor Lee Marshall delivers her weekly report on 

foster children in Alabama. Nicholas loves science and math and playing video games. 

He needs a forever home. 
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: June 14, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm                Length: 40 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News anchor Lee Marshall delivers her weekly report on 

foster children in Alabama. Carlton likes to read comic books. When he grows up he 

wants to work for the FBI. He wishes he could be adopted one day to have a nice family. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: June 21, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm                Length: 40 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News anchor Lee Marshall delivers her weekly report on 

foster children in Alabama. Jordan is in the second grade and loves math and spelling. He 

wants a forever family to provide a safe and stable home. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: June 28, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm                Length: 1:11 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News anchor Lee Marshall delivers her weekly report on 

foster children in Alabama. Dewayne loves motors! He likes to build them, fix them and 

race them!   

Dewayne is 16 and has been in foster care as long as he can remember. 

 
 

 

Public Service Announcements 

The station aired several different Public Service Announcements that pertained to the 

need for volunteerism, lack of trust in elected officials, need for recreational facilities for 
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families, safer streets and highways, increased pride in the community, littering, 

homelessness, welfare reform, role modeling for youth, church involvement in charities, 

accountability for charities and other miscellaneous topics. Announcements were in 

varying length (: 10, 15, 20, 30, and: 60); each PSA aired multiple times between April 1 

and June 30, 2009. 
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Programs Providing Most Significant Treatment of Community Issues: 

Minority Issues 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: April 04, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm                Length: 1:30 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on President Obama’s NATO 

Summit in Germany. He’s leaving with a NATO promise to send five thousand more 

troops to Afghanistan. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: April 06, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm                Length: 40 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on President Obama. The President 

spoke about U.S.-Muslim relations in front of a crowd in Turkey’s capital. He says 

Muslims worldwide have little in common with the Extremists who commit acts of 

Terrorism.  

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at Noon 

Date Aired: April 15, 2009 

Time: 12:00pm                Length: 20 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on Iran’s relationship with the U.S. 

The Iranian president said that he’s preparing a new package of proposals aimed at 

breaking the stalemate with the west over his country’s nuclear program.  

 

Program: WAFF 48 News Today at 5 

Date Aired: April 24, 2009 

Time: 5:00am               Length: 25 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on North Korea putting two U.S. 

journalists on trail. Police arrested Laura Ling and Euna Lee for crossing the border from 

China. North Korea’s government concluded the investigation and decided to indict 

them. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News Today at 5 

Date Aired: May 01, 2009 

Time: 5:00am               Length: 40 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on the number of cases of swine 

flu. Today Mexico begins a 5 day shutdown of most offices and businesses to try to stop 

the spread. The number of cases in the U.S. now stands at 109. 
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: May 10, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm               Length: 35 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on the president of Afghanistan, 

today he delivered a lecture of sorts.  He says the US military isn't taking the moral high 

ground and should be showing the afghan people it's better than the enemy. The afghan 

leader is angry about a Us air raid that killed civilians, but even angrier that US officials 

are refusing to stop the strikes.  

 

Program: WAFF 48 News Today at 5 
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Date Aired: May 26, 2009 

Time: 5:00am               Length: 25 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on International travel. Starting 

June 1
st
 US citizens coming back from Canada, Mexico, Bermuda and parts of the 

Caribbean will need more documentation. Travelers will need to show their passport, 

passport card, enhanced drivers license or "trusted traveler" card.   

 
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: June 04, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm              Length: 25 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on President Obama’s travels in 

Germany and Egypt. President Obama met with his German counterpart, Prime Minister 

Markel. Earlier in the day, the president spoke to a packed crowd at Cairo University. 

Among the topics--- Muslim stereotypes, Israel and Palestine, and the war in 

Afghanistan. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News Today at 5 

Date Aired: June 09, 2009 

Time: 5:00am              Length: 20 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on terrorist watch lists. The 

transportation security administration will soon take over the task of checking passengers' 

names against terrorist watch lists. The TSA now advises travelers to book airline tickets 

with their full names. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at Noon 

Date Aired: June 17, 2009 

Time: 12:00pm             Length: 30 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on Iran. The opposition leader has 

called for more protests tomorrow against the results of the country’s presidential 

election. Today, Iran increased its crackdown....particularly tightening controls on the 

flow of information. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News Today at 5 

Date Aired: June 22, 2009 

Time: 5:00am             Length: 30 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on Iran. Protesters in Iran continue 

to defy government warnings and stage anti-government demonstrations.  The June 12th 

presidential election ignited the biggest protests in Iran since the Islamic revolution in 

1979.  

 The incumbent president was the declared the winner in a landslide victory. 

 

Program: NBC Nightly News 

Date Aired: April 7, 2009 

Time: 5:30pm              

President Obama made his first visit to Iraq as Commander in Chief today, and he was 

swarmed by cheering soldiers as he told them it's time for Iraq to take its country back. 

The President was briefed by commanding General Ray Odierno and met with Iraq's 

leaders at the U.S. military base Camp Victory after a sandstorm kept his helicopter 

grounded. Richard Engel has the very latest. 
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Public Service Announcements 

The station aired several different Public Service Announcements that pertained to urban 

neighborhood revitalization, affordable education, and minority representation in 

government, confederate flag, discrimination in the workplace, television coverage of 

African-American community events, race relations and other miscellaneous topics. 

Announcements were in varying length (: 30, and: 60); each PSA aired multiple times 

between April 1 and June 30, 2009. 
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Programs Providing Most Significant Treatment of Community Issues: 

Terrorism/United States 

 

 

 

 

Public Service Announcements 

The station aired several different Public Service Announcements that pertained to and 

including viewer responses, fundraising and security issues and other miscellaneous 

topics. Announcements were in varying length (: 30, and: 60); each PSA aired multiple 

times between April 1 and June 30, 2009. 


