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Quarterly Issues Report 
 

 

2009 Community Affairs Issues 

 Fourth Quarter 

 

 

 

1. Health Services and Medical Care-including affordable health care, parenting and 

family issues, teen drug use, teen pregnancy, child abuse, health care for elderly, funding 

for disaster relief, safety issues, effects of budget cut on mental health community. 

 

2. Public Safety and Crime-including crime rate, youth violence, gun control, increased 

presence of law enforcement, antiquated prison system, tougher sentencing, and school 

safety. 

 

3. Education-including literacy, and S.C. national placement, more internships for youth, 

parental involvement, need to clean up school curriculum, funding for various programs). 

 

4. Business and Economic Development-including need for high tech companies in the 

state, poor labor market for economic development. 

 

5. Civic Responsibilities-including need for volunteerism, lack of trust in elected 

officials, need for recreational facilities for families, safer streets and highways, increased 

pride in the community, littering, homelessness, welfare reform, role modeling for youth, 

church involvement in charities, accountability for charities. 

 

6. Minority Issues-including urban neighborhood revitalization, affordable education, 

minority representation in government, confederate flag, discrimination in the workplace, 

television coverage of African-American community events, race relations. 

 

7. Terrorism/America Unites-including viewer responses, fundraising and security 

issues. 
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WAFF 48 

 
Third Quarter: October 1, 2009 through December 31, 2009. 
 
Description of WAFF 48 Programs 
 
Program    Day    Time 
Local News: 
 
48News Sunrise   Monday – Friday  5:30-6:00 AM 
48News Today   Monday – Friday  6:00-7:00 AM 
48News at Noon   Monday – Saturday   12:00-12:30 PM 
48News at 5pm   Monday – Friday  5:00-5:30 PM 
48News at 6pm   Monday – Friday  6:00-6:30 PM 
48News Ten at 10   Monday – Friday  10:00-10:35 PM 
48News Today: Weekend Edition Saturday   8:00-9:00 AM 
48News Weekend   Saturday – Sunday  5:00-5:30 PM 
48News Ten at 10: Weekend Saturday – Sunday  10:00-10:35 PM 
 
All of the above programs are locally produced news, presenting a mix of news, 
weather, sports and issues-related feature stories and segments.  Issue-
responsive program segments are usually 1:30-2:30 minutes in duration, unless 
otherwise indicated. 
 
Early Today                               Monday-Friday                          4:30-5am 
 
This business news and consumer show gives viewers breaking business news 
and stock market action from the domestic and foreign exchanges. 
 
 
Today Show                                Monday-Friday                        7-9:00am 
 
This three-hour network program provides the latest in international and domestic 
news, weather reports and interviews with newsmakers from the world of politics, 
business, media, entertainment and sports. WAFF-48 provides local cut-in at 
various times. 
 
 
Weekend Editions of Today        Saturday                                 8-9am 
 
Weekend editions continue the “Today” tradition of covering breaking news, 
interviewing newsmakers, reporting on a variety of popular culture and human 
interest stories, covering topics related to health and finance and presenting the 
latest sports and weather information. 
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NBC Nightly News                        Monday-Friday                     5:30-6:00pm 
 
“NBC Nightly News with Tom Brokaw” provides reports and analysis of the day’s 
most newsworthy national and international events. It offers solution-driven 
programming that delves into the toughest issues facing our society today.  
 
 
Dateline-NBC                               Various Weekly  Various Times 
 
This network program has pioneered a unique approach to prime time news 
programming with its multi-broadcast franchise. With this schedule, the one-hour 
newsmagazine enables NBC News to present is best reporting, investigative 
features, and newsmaker profiles in a consistent and comprehensive manner. 
 
 
Meet The Press                         Sunday                                 Various Times 
 
This one-hour network news program consists of three interview segments with 
guests of national and international political importance, followed by an expanded 
roundtable discussion at the end of each broadcast. 
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Programs Providing Most Significant Treatment of Community Issues: 

Health Services and Medical Care 
 

Program: WAFF 48 News Today at 5 

Date Aired: October 05, 2009 

Time: 5:00am           Length: 50 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on swine flu vaccinations. The state 

health department expects around 26,000 doses to be delivered. Over the coming weeks, 

health officers are expected to get more. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: October 13, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm                Length: 35 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers an update on swine flu. As the 17
th

 victim 

in Alabama dies. There is also news that the first doses of the injectable vaccine have 

arrived. Some were distributed today  at a pediatrician’s office in Montgomery.     

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: October 21, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm                Length: 28 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on some people who don’t want the 

swine flu vaccine. They protested outside the Centers for Diseases Control in Atlanta 

today. About a dozen people took place in the protest. 
   

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: October 26, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm                Length: 20 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report that statewide h1n1 vaccination 

clinics in Alabama schools have been delayed again. The program will not start until the 

first week in December due to delays. The state expects another 50 thousand vaccines 

this week.  

 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News Today at 5 

Date Aired: November 03, 2009 

Time: 5:00am               Length: 20 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on the swine flu vaccine. Only six 

Alabama counties have the vaccine left after the first round of clinics. Lauderdale and 

Colbert counties will have clinics Wednesday. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at Noon 

Date Aired: November 10, 2009 

Time: 12:00pm               Length: 20 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on a Senate hearing dealing with 

paid sick days for swine flu. The proposal being discussed would require employers to 

give workers up to five paid days off when they are too sick to work. Opponents argue 

that it creates an expensive burden on employers who may not be able to afford them. 

 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News Today at 5 
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Date Aired: November 19, 2009 

Time: 5:00am               Length: 25 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on health care reform. Senate 

democrats unveiled their plan. The measure extends insurance to 94 percent of eligible 

Americans and costs 848 billion dollars. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News Today at 6 

Date Aired: November 23, 2009 

Time: 6:00am               Length: 35 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on health care reform. Democrats 

grabbed just enough votes to open debate on their overhaul plan in the senate. At least 

three democrats agree with republicans that the plan is unacceptable as it is. The plan 

extends coverage to some 30 million Americans. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: December 06, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm              Length: 1:35 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on the health care debate. President 

Obama traveled to Capitol Hill today to rally Senate Democrats in what may be the last 

full week of debate. Democrats will need everyone of their sixty votes to pass a bill and 

there are no guarantees. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: December 12, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm              Length: 30 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on cancer screenings. The 

American Cancer Society's cancer action network says the economy has forced cutbacks 

in screenings at a time when more people are uninsured. In some cases, women are 

screened by other programs or referred to different providers. 

 

Program: Oprah Winfrey 

Date Aired: December 30, 2009 

Time: 4:00pm              Length: 1 hr 

Program Summary: What started out as legitimate prescriptions for pills from doctors 

now has 6 million Americans addicted. One mother makes a decision on our state to kick 

this addiction. 

 

 

 

Public Service Announcements 

The station aired several different Public Service Announcements that pertained to 

affordable health care, parenting and family issues, teen drug use, teen pregnancy, child 

abuse, health care for elderly, funding for disaster relief, safety issues, effects of budget 

cuts on the mental health community and 

other miscellaneous topics. Announcements were in varying length (: 10, 15, 20, 30, and: 

60); each PSA aired multiple times between October 1 and December 30, 2009. 
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Programs Providing Most Significant Treatment of Community Issues: 

Public Safety and Crime 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: October 06, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm                Length: 18 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on a Guntersville pediatrician that 

has been arrested on Federal child pornography. A grand jury returned an indictment 

against 63 year old Michael Sharpe.  

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 6 

Date Aired: October 15, 2009 

Time: 6:00pm                Length: 1:08 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report of a Hostage Standoff in DeKalb 

County. A woman and her daughter are safe tonight after being held hostage at gunpoint 

by her husband. It happened at a Mobile home in the Crossville area. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 6 

Date Aired: October 19, 2009 

Time: 6:00pm                Length: 25 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on the shooting death of a man 

found after a night of drinking. The shooting happened Sunday on Bentley Drive in 

Toney in Madison. Authorities say the victim’s friend woke up and found him dead 

inside his carport.  
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: October 27, 2009 

Time: 6:00pm                Length: 1:30 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report of a bank robbery in Huntsville. 

Someone just robbed the CB and S bank on University Dr. That holdup just minutes after 

a bank robbery in Madison.  

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: November 02, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm                Length: 40 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News anchor Mark Thornhill delivers his weekly Valley’s 

Wanted report. Police need your help finding Jennifer Leann Davenport on a burglary 

charge. Anthony Willis Fairley is wanted on a stolen property charge. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: November 09, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm                Length: 40 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News anchor Mark Thornhill delivers his weekly Valley’s 

Wanted report. Police are looking for Cynthia Denise Qualls Baker on a criminal 

mischief charge. Bryant Keith Hutto apparently believes it's better to "receive than give". 

Hutto’s on the run, charged with theft of property. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: November 25, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm                Length: 1:00 
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Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on burglary and car break-ins 

around the holidays. Madison Police Lieutenant Jim Cooke says a day of holiday 

shopping could turn into stress if you don’t remember the basics. Not leaving valuables in 

plain sight in cars, shopping with a buddy, parking in well lit areas and protecting your 

wallet or purse can help reduce your chances of being a victim.  

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: December 06, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm                Length:  

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers an update on Tuscumbia Police Chief Tony 

Logan. He was arrested by Florence police Saturday for suspicion of driving under the 

influence. He is now on administrative leave. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: December 12, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm                Length:  

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on a bank robbery in Decatur. It 

happened at the Compass Bank on Sixth Avenue. Police are looking for a man in his mid 

to late 20s around six feet tall. He left the bank with an undetermined amount of money. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: December 15, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm                Length: :24 

Program Summary: An Authentic-Looking E-Mail Making The Rounds ..That Appears 

To Come From A State Office... Is Actually An Urban Legend.  The E-Mail Appears To 

Be  From The Alabama Department Of Public Transportation.     It -Even- Includes An 

Al-Dot Seal.  It Says ... 

 
 

Public Service Announcements 

The station aired several different Public Service Announcements that pertained to crime 

rate, youth violence, gun control, increased presence of law enforcement, antiquated 

prison system, tougher sentencing, school safety and other miscellaneous topics. 

Announcements were in varying length (: 10, 15, 20, 30, and: 60); each PSA aired 

multiple times between October 1 and December 30, 2009. 
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Programs Providing Most Significant Treatment of Community Issues: 

Education 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News Today at 5 

Date Aired: October 05, 2009 

Time: 5:00am                Length: 20 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on Alabama schools. Officials say 

the Alabama school system cannot afford to enforce the president’s proposed longer 

school day. President Obama suggested children spend more hours in class to make US 

schools globally competitive.  
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: October 13, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm                Length: 15 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on a new grant from Governor Bob 

Riley. It will go to Alabama’s 2 year colleges. And pay for training for up to 450 jobs 

seekers.  

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: October 22, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm                Length: 47 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on money and school problems. 

The state superintendent says public schools have about 1.4 billon fewer dollars to spend 

now than in 2008. Dr Joe Morton’s plan calls for a constitutional amendment.  

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: October 27, 2009 

Time: 6:00pm                Length: 1:25 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News reporter Elizabeth Gentle delivers a report on 

possible job cuts to public schools. 83 percent of schools state wide anticipates reductions 

that could take away from the classroom and the curriculum. Dr. Ann Roy Moore, 

superintendent of Huntsville City Schools says the system is doing everything it can to 

save money. 
 
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: November 04, 2009 

Time: 6:00pm                Length: 1:25 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on Alabama’s pact program. The 

board overseeing Alabama’s prepaid affordable college tuition program is meeting right 

now about the 345 million dollar funding shortfall.  The board is setting up a new task 

force. 

 
 

Program: Meet The Press 

Date Aired: November 13, 2009 

Time: 8am                Length: 1:25 

Program Summary: Secretary of Education ARNE DUNCAN, Fmr. House Speaker 

NEWT GINGRICH (R-GA), and civil rights leader Rev. AL SHARPTON have been 

touring the country -- visiting classrooms and talking with students -- to highlight 

education issues and rally support for their proposed education reforms. We'll join them 
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on the road this week, then sit down with them Sunday morning for a live interview to 

discuss their plans to improve the quality of education in this country. 
 
 
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: November 14, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm                Length: 55 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on round 3 of tax talks in Madison. 

School board leaders heard from the community on how they feel about a half cent sales 

tax increase to fund a new high school. So far, the three meetings have been small in 

attendance, but Madison Mayor Paul Finley says that's why they're having several 

discussions, so the community this affects has a chance to weigh-in. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: November 16, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm                Length: 1:06 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News reporter Elizabeth Gentle delivers a report on UAH. 

The future of education is more important than ever as Huntsville prepares for some 9000 

new students. That’s how many could come here because of the base realignment and 

closure transitions.  
 

Program: WAFF 48 News Today at 5 

Date Aired: November 24, 2009 

Time: 5:00am               Length: 35 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on swine flu in schools. State 

school administrators had previously told us they were planning state-wide swine flu 

clinics for the Monday after Thanksgiving. But schools in six different north Alabama 

counties held vaccination clinics on Monday. 

 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: December 01, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm               Length: 40 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on Kay Ivey’s plan to save the pact 

program. She is proposing two bills; one that requires lawmakers to guarantee all current 

pact contracts. The second bill would send a chunk of funding to Alabama’s four year 

Universities and Colleges.  
 
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: December 11, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm               Length: 25 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on the number of students that 

received the swine flu vaccination. Health officials say only 20 to 25 percent of 

kindergarten through third-grade students in the state's 132 school districts received the 

nasal mist at school. 
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 Public Service Announcements 

The station aired several different Public Service Announcements that pertained to and 

including literacy, and S.C. national placement, more internships for youth, parental 

involvement, need to clean up school curriculum, funding for various programs and other 

miscellaneous topics. Announcements were in varying length (: 10, 15, 20, 30, and: 60); 

each PSA aired multiple times between October 1 and December 30, 2009. 
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Programs Providing Most Significant Treatment of Community Issues: 

Business and Economic Developments 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: October 07, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm                Length: 20 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on a ski resort in Denver. This is 

the earliest start in 40 years for this resort. And the first to open in the country.  

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: October 13, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm                Length: 45 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on renovation in Huntsville. 

Members of Big Spring Partners met on the campus of Drake State Technical College 

this evening. To discuss the possible re-do of downtown Huntsville including zoning, 

attractions, downtown housing, transportation, and entertainment.  

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 6 

Date Aired: October 26, 2009 

Time: 6:00pm                Length: 15 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on one North Alabama city that 

could soon have a higher sales tax. The Russellville city council meets in an hour to 

consider a penny sales tax. Russellville’s tax would go to 9 cents if the measure is 

approved tonight.  

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: November, 02   2009 

Time: 5:00pm                Length: 45 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on a hiring debate among Madison 

County commissioners. Commissioners agreed to allow department heads to fill vacant 

positions without coming to the commission for approval if the money is in the 

department’s budget. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 6 

Date Aired: November, 09   2009 

Time:6:00pm                Length: 45 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on first time homebuyer’s tax 

credit. President Obama has extended the credit through June 2010. The tax credit is ten 

percent of the purchase price of the home --up to 8,000 dollars.  It also includes a new 

incentive for certain people not buying a home for the first time. 

 

Program: NBC Nightly News 

Date Aired: November, 12   2009 

Time: 5:30pm                Length: 45 
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Program: WAFF 48 News at Noon 

Date Aired: November 17, 2009 

Time: 12:00pm                Length: 20 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on a price dispute between Coca-

Cola and Costco. Now Costco wholesale stores are dropping coke products from all 560 

warehouse stores nationwide.   Coke officials call Costco an important customer and they 

say they are continuing to negotiate the price dispute. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: November 29, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm                Length: 30 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on food assistance in Alabama. 

Data from the state department of human resources shows the troubled economy is 

sending Alabamians in record numbers to sign up for help in feeding their families. More 

than 7 hundred 40 thousand at the end of August this year. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: December 06, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm                Length:  

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on Alabama’s unemployment 

hotline. The crush of call is overwhelming the 178 operators.  The department of 

industrial relations provided call data for the week ending November 20th. it showed 

operators answered more than 13-thousand calls, while the phone system hung up on 

more than 48-hundred. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News Today at 6 

Date Aired: December 06, 2009 

Time: 6:00am                Length: 1:00 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on a construction project. Some 

Huntsville commuters can expect a smoother ride into work this morning. The newly 

built South Parkway overpasses are now open. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: December 12, 2009 

Time: 10pm                Length: 1:03 

Program Summary: While The Overpass Was Being Built, Traffic Was Diverted Right 

By The Southside Skate Shop ...But With The Overpass Open, Business Owner Troy 

Misterka  Says Things Will Change. Misterka Says Now The Concrete Walls Of The 

Overpass Block Her Bu... 

 

 

The Federal Reserve said today it is cracking down on banks that charge their debit card 

customers big overdraft fees. New rules that take effect this summer will require 

consumers to "opt in" to an overdraft plan, otherwise charges at retailers and withdrawals 

at ATMs will be denied. The new rules come in the wake of reports, including on Nightly 

News, of bank customers paying hundreds of dollars in fees for small purchases like 

coffee or a snack. Tom Costello has the details. 
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Public Service Announcements 

The station aired several different Public Service Announcements that pertained to need 

for high tech companies in the state, poor labor market for economic development and 

other miscellaneous topics. Announcements were in varying length (: 30, and: 60); each 

PSA aired multiple times between October 1 and December 30, 2009. 
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Programs Providing Most Significant Treatment of Community Issues: 

Civic Responsibilities 
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: October 11, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm           Length: 30 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News anchor Lee Marshall delivers her weekly report on 

foster children in Alabama. Tommy is 10 and loves science. He really likes his current 

foster family, but would love to have a permanent home with forever family. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: October 18, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm           Length: 1:01 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News anchor Lee Marshall delivers her weekly report on 

foster children in Alabama. Maurice was born premature. He was born into foster care. 

He needs a forever family. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: October 25, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm           Length: 52 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News anchor Lee Marshall delivers her weekly report on 

foster children in Alabama. Freddie is 11 and in the 5
th

 grade. He’s looking for a forever 

family with a quality only an 11 year old could wish for. He wants them to have 

superpowers. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: October 27, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm           Length: 20 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on some South Huntsville residents 

protesting public housing in their neighborhood. They’re concerned about the HHA’s 

plans to purchase a single family home on Drummond Road. Residents in the Fleming 

Meadows subdivision and Westbury estates are holding a petition signing and informal 

community meeting tonight. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: November 01, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm           Length: 40 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News anchor Lee Marshall delivers her weekly report on 

foster children in Alabama. Joshua is a 3 year old energetic toddler who loves to explore. 

Joshua loves spending time with his foster mother and family. He is very affectionate. 
   
 

Program: WAFF 48 News Today at 5 

Date Aired: November 06, 2009 

Time: 5:00am           Length: 20 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on breakfast with Santa. 10am at 

the Parkway Place and Madison Square Mall. 10 percent of the proceeds from Chick-Fil-

A purchases will go to the Kids to Love Foundation. You can also bring a non-perishable 

food item. 
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Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: November 15, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm           Length: 45 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News anchor Lee Marshall delivers her weekly report on 

foster children in Alabama. Sierra and Corrina are twins and in the 7
th

 grade. They are 

foster children and are sharing their story because they want to be part of a forever 

family. 
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: November 22, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm           Length: 25 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News anchor Lee Marshall delivers her weekly report on 

foster children in Alabama. Jordan is in the second grade and loves math and spelling. He 

wants a forever family to provide a safe and stable home. He wants to be adopted. 
 
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: November 29, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm           Length: 30 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News anchor Lee Marshall delivers her weekly report on 

foster children in Alabama. Derian is 7 years old and shy. He has an older sister 

Quintisheyia and they are both in foster care. 
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: December 02, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm           Length: 30 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a story on some valley students that are 

giving back. Bill Griffin agreed to have his office outside for a day if students could 

produce 2 to 3 thousand cans for this year's can-a-thon.  As you can see the students 

reached their goal. 
 
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: December 08, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm           Length: 30 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on students helping the less 

fortunate. Dozens of students from Sparkman High School Donated their time to help 

pack boxes for the Christmas Charities Organization. Students rolled up their sleeves to 

pack almost 12 hundred boxes. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: December 23, 2009 

Time: 5pm           Length: 30 

Program Summary: With The 2010 Elections Upon Us...State Lawmakers Arthur Orr 

And Mike Ball Want To Keep It --A Clean  Fight--- By Passing New Bills To Increase 

Transparency In State Government.       
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Public Service Announcements 

The station aired several different Public Service Announcements that pertained to the 

need for volunteerism, lack of trust in elected officials, need for recreational facilities for 

families, safer streets and highways, increased pride in the community, littering, 

homelessness, welfare reform, role modeling for youth, church involvement in charities, 

accountability for charities and other miscellaneous topics. Announcements were in 

varying length (: 10, 15, 20, 30, and: 60); each PSA aired multiple times between October 

1 and December 30, 2009. 
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Programs Providing Most Significant Treatment of Community Issues: 

Minority Issues 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News Today at 5 

Date Aired: October 05, 2009 

Time: 5:00am                Length: 20 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on a new senior nutrition center 

opening in Fyffe. An old glove mill has been renovated and turned into a senior center. 

The work began in March. The center will offer meals, exercises program, and financial 

services. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at Noon 

Date Aired: October 13, 2009 

Time: 12:00pm                Length: 18 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on the trail against a former Mobile 

circuit judge. Herman Thomas is charged with kidnapping, extortion, sodomy, and sex 

abuse of 14 inmates. This is the second week of trail.  

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 6 

Date Aired: October 19, 2009 

Time: 6:00pm                Length: 25 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on an Alabama mayor facing 

corruption charges. Opening statements start tomorrow for Birmingham mayor Larry 

Langford. He is accused of accepting about 230 thousand dollars in bribes from 

investment banker bailout Bill Blount.  
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 6 

Date Aired: October 27, 2009 

Time: 6:00pm                Length: 25 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers an update on an Ardmore woman accused 

of kidnapping a Tennessee newborn. Tammy Renee Silas is expected in a Nashville 

courtroom today for a detention and preliminary hearing. 
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 6 

Date Aired: November 05, 2009 

Time: 6:00pm                Length: 15 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on Elizabeth Moody who is 

accused of shooting officer Jason Austin. She is charged with attempted murder and other 

charges related to the case her hearing last month was continued.  
 
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: November 14, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm                Length: 45 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on a group of local businessmen 

and women that are helping provide medical supplies to those who can’t afford them.  

Donations will go to Huntsville's community free clinic. The clinic provides treatment for 

people without health insurance, the under-insured, and those who can't afford to visit a 

doctor 
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Program: WAFF 48 News Today at 6 

Date Aired: November 16, 2009 

Time: 6:00am               Length: 45 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on child sex ring in Missouri. The 

family of 72 year old Darell Mohler said he is not the child predator he is made out to be. 

His arrest is part of a dark secret authorities believe they have uncovered in Western 

Missouri. 
 
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 6 

Date Aired: November 25, 2009 

Time: 6:00pm             Length:1:06 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on volunteers loading up boxes to 

help those in need. Cathy Briggs the former owner of soul burger using her talents in the 

kitchen to cook Thanksgiving dinner for more than 13 hundred people down on their 

luck. 
 
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: December 06, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm             Length:40 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report the Huntsville Firefighters 

Association annual Christmas dance for children and adults with special needs. About 

five hundred people attended the dance, which included food, drinks, music and dancing. 

The association raises money for this cause every year and has held this dance for about 

20 years. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: December 30, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm             Length: 30 

Program Summary: Racial Slurs Were Painted On The Side Of A City Hall In South 

Carolina.  It Happened In The City Of Columbia.  Someone Spray-Painted - "No N-Word 

Mayor".  Police Are Now Reviewing Surveillance Cameras In The Area. 

 

Public Service Announcements 

The station aired several different Public Service Announcements that pertained to urban 

neighborhood revitalization, affordable education, and minority representation in 

government, confederate flag, discrimination in the workplace, television coverage of 

African-American community events, race relations and other miscellaneous topics. 

Announcements were in varying length (: 30, and: 60); each PSA aired multiple times 

between October 1 and December 30, 2009. 
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Programs Providing Most Significant Treatment of Community Issues: 

Terrorism/United States 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News Today at 5 

Date Aired: October 05, 2009 

Time: 5:00am               Length: 45 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on the war in Afghanistan. The 

Taliban renewed an offensive against the US. They overwhelmed a remote outpost over 

the weekend. 8 Americans were killed.  

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: October 15, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm              Length: 25 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on Wall Street. Stocks ended 

modestly higher as rising energy stocks offset weakness in financial stocks. The moderate 

gains come a day after major indexes jumped on strong profit reports from JP Morgan 

Chase and Co. and Intel Corp. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: October 19, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm              Length: 22 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on home buyers and renters that 

could benefit from a program being unveiled by the Obama administration. Officials say 

the goal is to provide hundreds of thousands of affordable mortgages for working 

families and to allow the development of rehabilitation of tens of thousands of affordable 

rental properties.  

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: October 26, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm              Length: 30 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on a teenage terror suspect that 

pleaded not guilty today in Dallas. Nineteen year old Hosam Maher Smadi entered his 

plea during an arraignment hearing. Smadi is accused of parking a truck he thought was 

loaded with explosives beneath a 60 story office building.  

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: November 05, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm              Length: 1:15 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on a mass shooting at a Texas 

Military Base that’s home to some soldiers from Alabama. 12 were killed at Fort Hood 

and that includes one gunman identified as Major Malik Nadal Hassan. At last count at 

least 31 are injured tonight.  
 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: November 10, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm              Length: 40 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on the memorial for the 13 killed 

and 29 wounded at Ft. Hood. Many of the wounded are now out of the hospital and were 

in attendance.  
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but as the community searches for answers... so do investigators. Their attention has 

turned to Major Nidal Malik Hasan made to senior officer’s two-years ago. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: November 23, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm              Length: 45 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on the holiday shopping season. 

Surveys show overall things aren’t as tight as last year. But worries about the economy 

are still causing families to keep close tabs on their finances. Last year 56 percent of 

shoppers said they’ll spend less this year. 

 

Program: WAFF 48 Today at 6 

Date Aired: December 04 , 2009 

Time: 6:00am              Length: 40 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on jobs in the US. New job 

numbers for November come out today. The jobless rate is expected to remain in double-

digits. Back on Capitol Hill a battle is brewing over democrats’ push to tap unused 

bailout funds for a new jobs bill.  

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: December 06, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm              Length: 25 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on Afghanistan. Secretary of State 

Hillary Clinton and Defense Secretary Robert Gates both say the President's plan on 

Afghanistan is the right one... at this time. Clinton says the US will not turn its back on 

Afghanistan and Gates says failure is not an option.  

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 10 

Date Aired: December 15, 2009 

Time: 10:00pm              Length: 45 

Program Summary: WAFF 48 News delivers a report on the closing of Guantanamo Bay. 

President Obama has decided where to put some Terrorism suspects now being held at 

Guantanamo Bay. The administration argues Thomson Correctional Center in Illinois is a 

perfect setting in an Economically Struggling State 

 

Program: WAFF 48 News at 5 

Date Aired: December 25, 2009 

Time: 5pm              Length: 30 

Program Summary: Breaking News Off The Top Tonight.  Intelligence Officials Say A 

Passenger Who Set Off Firecrackers On A Plane Was Trying To Blow It Up.  It 

Happened At The Detroit Metropolitan Airport.  The Spokesperson Said The Incident 

Took Place This Afternoon, 

 

 

Public Service Announcements 

The station aired several different Public Service Announcements that pertained to and 

including viewer responses, fundraising and security issues and other miscellaneous 

topics. Announcements were in varying length (: 30, and: 60); each PSA aired multiple 

times between October 1 and December 30, 2009. 


