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Agriculture and Business

The recession dominated business news durin g the second quarter of 2009, WLFI
provided viewers with the latest local unem ployment statistics. In Tippecanoe County,
unemployment hit a high of 8.6% at the end o f the second quarter, up from 8.5% at the
beginning of the quarter.

During the quarter, several local businesses repo rted layoffs and furloughs, including
Caterpillar, Elmsteel, and Venetian Blind.

WLFT also profiled a Lafayette hair salon which was offering free haircuts to customers
who could prove the y were unemployed, as a way to help them make a good presentation
during job intervie ws.

The station also profiled a Tippecanoe County farmer who put in long hours to plant his
Ccrop as a way to remind viewers to be w atchful for farm machinery at all hours of the
day.



Unemployment
April 17, 2009

Indiana's Unemployment rate rose to ten-percent in March...keeping the state's jobless rate at the
highest level since 1983.

LaGrange County had the state's; highest unemployment rate, at 18-point-nine percent.

In the News Channel 18 viewing area, Cass County had the highest jobless rate, at 12-poi nt-eight
percent. ’

Tippecanoe County's rate was up, again, this time, to eight-and-a-half percent.

The largest increase in unemployment claims in March was in Fountain County, where rates rose
one-and-a-half percent.

Unemployment
June 19, 2009

Every county in the News Channel 18 viewing area saw an increase in unemployment last
month...with just two exceptions.
Tippecanoe County's rate remains the lowest in the area, but it was up a half-percentage point, to
eight-point-six percent. Cass County saw the biggest increase in jobless claims. Its rate went
from 11-point-eight percent in April, to nearly 14-percent last month.

Newton County’s unemployment rate was un-changed.

White County was the only county where unemployment went down last month...its rate fell
nearly a half-percentage point, to 10-point-four percent.

State-wide, unempioyment hit ten-point-six percent in May...an increase of seven-tenths of one-
percent.

Nation-wide, unemployment stands at nine-point-four percent.

Cat Layoffs
May 15, 2009

Caterpillar is giving more information today about so-called "roliing lay-offs" that will take
place later this year.

The company formally notified city and state officials of its plans, which were announced
earlier this month,

The company says 985 employees at its Lafayette plant will be affected.

i's reducing the employees' hours by at least S0-percent, beginning August 24th.

The lay-offs could last up to six months.

Caterpiliar says the lay-offs are temporary, and stresses the entire plant will not be closed
during that period.

On May fifth, Caterpillar announced 141 workers at the Lafayette plant will be faid-off,
beginning July 31st.



Venetian Blind
June 10, 2009

The slow housing market is being blamed for a long-time Tippecanoe County company's
first layoff in 59 years.

Lafayette Venetian Blind Chief Financial Officer Tom Moore says a decline in sales led to
the reduction of 77 workers in February.

Moore says 30 of those employees have been called back since then, but hopes a sales
increase will help bring the company back to full staff.

Venetian Blind stiil employs more than 660 people at its Tippecanoe County facility,

The Tippecanoe County Council says the company is still in compliance with a tax
abatement granted in 2004, despite the iayoffs.

Elmsteel Review
June 10, 2009

The county council determined another Tippecanoe County business is in compliance with tax
breaks despite layoffs.

Voestalpine-Rotec (VOSE-tull-PINE--ROE-tech) makes parts for the Big Three American
automakers.

President Andrew Ball says the plant formerly known as Elmsteel was forced to layoff 18
of its 63 workers in May, but hopes more than two-point-five million dollars in new equipment will
help bring those workers back.

The new equipment should be in place within the next six weeks.

Night Farming
May 22, 2009

If you're driving by some area farms late at night, don't be surprised to see the headlights
of tractors, working into the early morning hours.
Kristin Crowley reports why some local farmers are burning the midnight oil.



Haircuts for the Unemployed
May 6, 2009

A Lafayette hair salon wants to help the unemployed by offering free haircuts.

Renetta DuBose is here to tell us more about the deal.

Three-Five-Oh Hair spa on the south side of Lafayette will open its doors every
Wednesday and Saturday this month for free hair cuts.

Owner Mendi McColley says if you can show proof that you are out of work and looking
for a job... stop in.



CRIME

WLFT featured 13 people considered fugitives by area police departments during the
second quarter, During the same period, 11 fugitives who had pr eviously been profiled
on the weekly segment Fugitive Search were captured.

The station also ex amined the impact foreclosure rates have on crime statistics, by
interviewing residents of one south side Lafayette neighborhood that has seen high
foreclosure rates.



Fugitive Search
June 25, 2009

Police are asking for the public's heip in tracking down a man who failed to show up for
sentencing in a drug case.
Danny Walter Campbeli is the subject of this week's Fugitive Search,

He is a 43 year old white male.

He's 5-feet-11, 165 pounds with brown hair and brown eyes,

Lafayette Police Detective Matt Devine says this case started with the street crimes unit
in August 2008.
Matt Devine:And one of the narcotics officers arranged to purchase what he thought to be
methamphetamine, and he purchased the substance. Mr. Campbell was arrested at that time for
dealing methamphetamine. When the substance was sent to the lab, it turned out not to be
methamphetamine.

Campbell pleaded guilty to Dealing in a Misrepresented Substance.

He failed to show up for sentencing on May 13th.

Campbel! was facing up to three years in prison in that case.

If you have any information on the whereabouts of Danny Walter Campbell, contact the
Lafayette Police Department, at 807-1200.

You can also use the WeTip hotline at 1-800-78-CRIME.

Fugitive Found
June 24, 2009

Another fugitive, Deidra Williams was also arrested this week in Indianapolis.

Williams was featured on Fugitive Search in August of last year.

She was wanted on robbery and battery charges.. after her alleged involvement in a
March 2007 stabbing.

Williams was transported to the Tippecanoe County Jail yesterday.

Foreclosure Rate
June 10, 2009

The foreclosure rates in Greater Lafayette have increased in the past year, according to a
national tracking company.

First American Core Logic reports Lafayette's foreclosure rate rose eight-one-hundredths
of one-percent this April, compared to last year.

Lafayette Neighborhood Housing Services Executive Director Marie Morse agrees with
the report.

She adds that Tippecanoe County also saw an 18-percent increase in foreclosures from
2007 to 2008.

She says while people lose their homes all over the county, the south side of Lafayette
sees the most foreclosures,

Benjamin Crossing resident Tara Cobbold says foreclosed homes in her neighborhood
affect other homes.



DIVERSITY

WLFI covered the annual Diversity Summit, sponsored by the Diversity Roundtable, and
spoke with author and a ctivist Tim Wise.

The station also told viewers of a survey being conducted by the West Lafayette Human
Relations Commission to gauge residents’ attitudes towards issues of divers ity.



Diversity Summit
April 16, 2009

Greater Lafayette residents came together for a summit on the strengths of diversity today.

The bi-annual summit featured Tim Wise, an anti-racism writer and activist. He shared his
thoughts on fighting racism in local communities.

Edie Pierce-Thomas, of the Lafayette Housing Authority, brought her staff to learn about
issues and "white privelege."
Edie Pierce-Thomas: ! think it's more to remind us of the issues and that even though we have
come a long way in this country we still have a fong way to go.

Leta Kelley: | guess the main thing is just to be really open minded when you're dealing with
people and try to understand where they're coming from and what their issues are.

Kelly says Tim Wise talked about a variety of beneficial issues about racism. She also
says she is interested in diversity and relating the issues discussed today to her work in the
community.,

WLHR Commission
May 12, 2009

The West Lafayette Human Relations Commission has hundreds of surveys to review.

The Commission sent out 25-hundred surveys asking the public if it knows about the
Human Relations Commission... what it does... and if they feel discrimination happens in their
area.

The commission received 615 responses.

Member David Rosenthal says the results of the survey could help it better serve the
public.
David Rosenthal: We hope to get an idea kind of what the public feeling is on whether there is a
big issue of discrimination in our commmunity, how often it occurs, whether it's a problem and
beyond that we hope to determine what the awareness is of the West Lafayette Human Relations
Commission.

The commission will release the results of the survey at its August 18th meeting.



Education

Teacher layoffs dominated education news du ring the second quarter. The Benton
Community School Corporation notified three te achers that the y might not be called b ack
to school in the fall of 2009. All three we re eventually told they would be returning,
The West Lafayette Community School Corporation’s board of trustees cut a total of 13
positions, including teachers, for bud get reasons during the second quarter. Parents
organized a group called Save Qur Schools, which conducted fund raisers that collected
$100,000, enough to retain two teachers.

Tight budgets are also affecting adult learners. WLFI also profiled the Lafayette Adult
Resource Academy, one of the few adult education centers in the state st aying open
during the summer months.



Benton County Schools Board
June 15, 2009

Three Benton County kindergarten teachers notified they might not be needed for the next school
year were called back.

Benton Community School Corporation Superintendent Ross Sloat made the announcement
today at a school board meeting. Sloat says the reduction in force came in April because of
uncertainty in enroliment. But in May, enroliment for full-day kindergarten was steady, making it
possible to bring the teachers back,

Ross Sloat: It's good when you can recall positions. We kind of took that Rif as a precaution in
case our enrollment wasn't there. '‘Cause then what happens you could have a couple of teachers
you didn't really need. So it was precautionary but it's good to have enroliment back to now it's
about the same as last year you know | think it's good we can bring those staff members back.
Also at tonight's school board meeting, the school corporation is looking to hire some new
positions for special education. Using stimulus money, Sloat says the corporation wants to hire a
data analyst, an administrator for Benton Central and a special education intervention position for
the three elementary schools. Sloat says the positions can be funded for two years with the
stimulus money. The corporations finaricial status after that time will determine if they can
continue those positions.

WL Teachers
May 13, 2009

Parents and students at West Lafayette Schools found a creative way to save some
teachers’ jobs.

A free Community Barbecue event will raise money for the S-0-S or Securs our Staff
Campaign.

Parents from Cumberland Elementary School organized the event to help pay for the
salaries of 12 to 13 teachers who are being let go because of budget constraints.

There will be a live and silent auction including items like special outings with teachers.

Parent organizer Rachel Shook says an early bidding on the auction items already raised
32-hundred dollars.
Rachel Shook: One hundred percent of your donation goes directly to the foundation which will
go directly to the general fund and will only be spent on teachers' salaries.

The SOS Community Barbecue and Auction event will be this Sunday from 4 to 6 p.m. at
Cumberland Elementary School.

The event is free and open to the public.

People are encouraged to bring picnic supplies.

There will also be a dunk tank and other games.



WL Schools Funding
April 23, 2009

A Golden Apple Award winner will not be returning to Cumberland Elementary in the Fall.

Emily Poole was one of the teachers on the chopping block in the West Lafayette
Community School Corporation because of a shrinking budget.

After a fundraiser benefiting the West Lafayette Schools Education Foundation... she was
re-offered her teaching position for next year.

Superintendent Rocky Killion says Poole declined the offer and is moving back to her
hometown, Champaign, lllinois.

The school was able to ask another teacher back.. Mary Gibbs Westbrook, also a primary
teacher at Cumberiand.

Killion says she accepted the offer.

LARA
June 16, 2009

The Lafayette Adult Resource Academy is one of few adult education centers in the state
staying open this summer.

Assistant Director Beth Davila (duh-VILLA) says many adult literacy and job skill training
programs are closing because of uncertain state funding.

Until a state budget is approved, LARA won't know how much, if any, state dollars it will
receive,

Davila says more than 80 percent of LARA's funding comes from federal and state
department of education funds.

Beth Davila;

It's important for the state to include adult education in its budget because we directly
impact the workforce here in this state. We want our workforce to be skilled, ready for the jobs
that are here and will be coming in the future.

LARA serves about 4-thousand people each year.



Healthcare

The first case of HIN1 Flu was discovered in Tippecanoe County during the second
quarter. It involved a student at Klondike Elem entary School. Local health and
emergency preparedness officials spent much of the spring preparing for a flu pandemic.
When that did not m aterialize, they began preparations for a much worse outbreak in the
traditional flu season.

Clarian-Arnett hospital responded to the flu outbr eak by restricting visitation to the
hospital. Those restrictio ns were later lifted.



Flu Latest
May 6, 2009

A student at Klondike Elementary School is the first person in Tippecanoe County to have a
confirmed case of HIN1 flu,

Kristin Crowley joins us live from Klondike Elementary in West Lafayette.

Kristin, the school will remain open?

The lights are dark at Klondike Elementary School, but don't expect that to be the case
tomorrow morning.

Tippecanoe School Superintendent Scott Hanback says the school will be open tomorrow
as usual.. despite a student here getting a case of the HIN1 flu virus.

Hanback says he isn't suprised about the local case, and he doesn't expect it to be the
last.

Butin this case, class will go on.

And this isn't the only case of HIN1 in Indiana, announced today.

State Health Commissioner Dr. Judy Monroe announced 11 other cases scatterd across
the state, none of the other cases are in the News Channel 18 viewing area,

That bring the total number of cases in Indiana to 15.

Live from Klondike Elementary School.

Flu Preparations
May 6, 2009

In preparation for flu, Tippecanoe Emergency Management Director Mark Kirby says his office is
expecting a supply of personal protective gear this week.

TEMA will receive face masks, gowns and gloves.

Last week, emergency management got a supply of antiviral medications for local
distribution.

Kirby says an emergency response team is meeting a couple times a week to make sure
they're ready in case of an outbreak,
Mark Kirby: We are all just holding our breath right now to see which direction this thing goes.
Scientifically, I think it's been proven this particular strain of flu is not as virilant as we thought it
might be. So people catching it contracting it are not becoming as sick as we thought they might,
but it does seem to be quite contagious.
Kirby recommends people purchase a small supply of protective masks to have on hand, just in
case.

TEMA's supply will be used for medical workers and other emergency responders if
needed.

Kirby suggests people purchase the 3-M brand N-95 masks.

You can find them at most retail pharmacies or big box stores.



Clarian Visitors
May 7, 2009

Clarian Arnett Health lifted visitor restrictions at its hospital.

With Tuesday's confirmation of a case of the H1-N1 virus in Tippecanoe County, Clarian
Arnett Hospital temporarily restricted non-essential patient visitors.

Marketing Director Traci Robison says after receiving additional information from the
state department of health, the hospital lifted those restrictions.

Robison says the hospital will continue to evaluate the situation on a daily basis.

She says people who have flu or cold-like symptoms are urged NOT to visit the hospital.



Roads and Transport ation

The summer construction season gets underway in the second quarter. WLFI profiled
upcoming projects, and interviewed construction workers about work-zone safety.
The controversial topic of whether the city of West Lafayette should constr uct
roundabouts was renewed when the city held a public meeting about the possibilit y.
The station updated view ers on construction of the Hoosier Heartland Highway, which
will connect Lafayette and Toledo, Ohio, with a fo ur-lane highway. Construction on the
Lafayette to Logansport segment is getting underway with bridge work in Tippecanoe
County.

Lafayette Police instituted a traffi c enforcement program in a construction zone on
County Road 350 South after motorists repeatedly violated the work-z one speed limit,
and construction work ers felt endangered.



Work Zones
April 8, 2009

April marks the start of road construction season.... and this year there will be more
construction than usual.

That's why the Indiana Department of Transportation is encouraging drivers to slow down
and be safe around work zones.

WL Roundabouts
May 21, 2009

West Lafayette could soon be getting a new addition to its roadways.

Modern roundabouts are used in place of two or four-way stops.

Cars coming into the circle pause before entering, but once inside the circle, cars have
the right of way and can exit without stopping.

West Lafayette City Engineer David Buck says the safety and efficiency makes
roundabouts a logical next step for the city,

Laura Kirtley has more.

Hoosier Heartland Update
May 19, 2009

Milestone Contractors is beginning work on a bridge for the Hoosier Heartland Cooridor.

The Indiana Department of Transportation announced Milestone will hold a public
meeting tomorrow to discuss the project.

Spokesperson Debbie Calder says INDOT awarded the company a 4 point 3 miliion dollar
project to build a bridge at County Road 500 East over S.R. 25 and the Norfolk Southern Railroad.

Calder says construction companies are working on four out of the eight constracts
issued by INDOT.

HNTB Project Engineer Robert Fisher is overseeing segment one of the Hoosier
Heartland project at County Road 900 North and County Line Road.

He says it will include two bridges.



3508 Enforcement
April 29, 2009

Police warn people speeding along 350 South between ninth street and Concord Road to slow
down for construction.

Renetta DuBose is live on 350 South, near 18th Street with more.

Lafayette Police Sergeant Max Smith says drivers could face up to a 300 dollar fine for
speeding in a construction zone.

But construction workers we spoke with here on 350 South say they want people to be
safe and slow down.



