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Agriculture and Business

The recession continued to dominate local business news in the third quarter. In July,
the state reported that Tippecanoe County’s June unemployment rate was in the double-
digits for the first time in about 25 years. The county’s jobless rate that month hit
10.3%, but edged down to 8.8% by the end of the quarter.

Caterpillar’s Large Engine Center in Lafayette received some good news during the third
quarter, when the Army Corps of Engineers awarded it an $11 million contract. During
the second quarter, the company had announced a round of “rolling layoffs” to match
employment with production demands.

As part of its series profiling unique businesses and people in Benton County, WLFI
reported on the Hometown Competitiveness Program, which is designed to keep children
who grow up in the county from moving away after graduation. As part of the series, the
station also profiled the Vestas, the company maintaining the Fowler Ridge Wind Farm,
and EZ Tankless, a company installing environmentally-friendly water heaters.



Air Date: August 17, 2009

Tippecanoe County's unemployment rate is now in double digits.

Rates were up in every county in the News Channel 18 viewing area...except two.

Tippecanoe County's jobless rate rose one-point-seven percentage points in June...to ten-point-
three percent.

Carroll County's unemployment rate rose the most last month. It was up nearly two-percentage
points, to 12-point-one percent.

Fountain County has the highest unemployment in the area, at 14-point-two percent.

Two counties actually saw their jobless rates fall: Jasper and Newton Counties’ rates were both
off slightly.

Air Date: August 7, 2009

A Carroll County stone quarry is playing a major role in the construction of the Hoosier
Heartland Highway project.

U.S. Aggregates in Delphi is supplying one phase of the project with limestone.

Sales Manager Joe Mayfield says the company is providing more than 225 thousand tons
of limestone for a five and a half mile stretch of the project.

He says without the Heartland construction, business would be slow.

Air Date: August 22, 2009

Area unemployment rates are still in double-digits... but some improved slightly in July.
Tippecanoe County's jobless rate last month rose slightly.
It was up one-tenth of one-percentage point... to 10-point-three percent.
The highest unemployment locally is Fountain County, at 15-and-a-half percent.
That's the fifth-highest in the state.
The largest increase in jobless claims locally in July was in Warren County, where the
rate is now 13-point-nine percent.
Cass County saw the largest drop in unemployment.
fts rate was down more than one-percent.



The state unemployment rate in July was down one-tenth of one-percent... to ten-point-
four percent.

Air Date: September 3, 2009

Home Town Competitiveness is a program trying to keep young residents in Benton
County interested in living in the area when they grow up.

Kristin Crowley has more on H-T-C in today's Where you live, Benton County.

It could be one of the biggest businesses in Benton County... wind.

in tomorrow's Where you Live Benton County, we'll show you how a local company keeps
the turbines running.

Air Date: September 15, 2009

The Caterpillar plant in Lafayette has landed an 11-million dollar contract from the federal
government.

Congressman Steve Buyer's office says the contract will replace equipment for the U-5
Army Corps of Engineers' dredge Wheeler.

The equipment includes Propulsion Engines and Gearbox Assembly Systems, Dredge
Pump Generator Systems, and technical and design services.

The contract is expected to be completed by September 30th, 2011.

Air Date: September 18, 2009

Local unemployment rates followed the state-wide trend down... in August.
Tippecance County's unemployment rate felt back below double-digits last month.
it fell nearly two-percentage points, to eight-point-eight percent.
Every county in the News Channel 18 viewing area saw jobless claims decline in August.
The biggest decrease was in Warren County, where the rate fell three-point-one
percentage points, to 10-point-nine percent.
State-wide, the unemployment rate fell to nine-point-nine percent in August.

Air Date: September 27, 2009

A Lafayette seed company is joining forces with one of the nation's largest networks of
independently owned and operated regional seed companies.

Adler Seeds is partnering with AgVenture Incorporated.

The new company wil! offer farmers corn, soybeans, and alfalfa.

John Adler says the partnership will provide costumers with many benefits----such as the
latest technology, and seed genetics.

The AgVenture Adler Seeds office, previously based in Sharpsville will now be located in
Lafayette,

Air Date: September 30, 2009



The American Red Cross is taking its Pandemic Flu Plan on the road to educate local businesses.
Services Director Jennifer Edwards says the presentation includes advice on how to cope
if several employees are out sick with the flu.
She says businesses need to have a "continuity plan” in place before employees get sick.
Employers should also consider "work from home" plans and cross-train employees.
Edwards says the presentation is free and available for any business or organization.



Crime

The federally-funded anti-crime initiative “Weed and Seed” could be expanding in
Lafayette. WLFI reported where the program could grow, and how residents could get
involved.

Residents of a near-downtown Lafayette neighborhood were alarmed when a man fired
shots at a passing moped rider and was later arrested at his daughter’s home. WLFI used
the occasion to highlight a newly-formed neighborhood association, and preview its
upcoming Neighborhood Watch meeting.

The station also previewed local participation in the national anti-crime effort, National
Night Out.



Air Date: September 21, 2009

Lafayette's Weed and Seed program couid be growing.

Site Coordinator Adam Murphy announced that Weed and Seed is proposing a second
site, south of its downtown location.

Murphy says the neighborhoods surrounding Miller Elementary Schoot and Country View
Estates should be included in order to decrease "higher than normal” drug crimes.

Murphy says Weed and Seed's overall goal is to reduce crime first...and then work with
the community to keep the area safe.

People living in the Mitler neighborhood say increased patrols will help.

Murphy says Weed and Seed will hold a meeting with the public regarding the proposed
expansion this Wednesday.

The meeting will be held at Christ United Methodist Church, at 36-10 South 18th Street in
Lafayette.

All stakeholders --- that includes home and business owners - affected by the expansion -
-- can be there.

Air Date: September 10, 2009

Witnesses help police find a man who escaped on a mo-ped after allegedly shooting at another
man.

Police say around 11 A-M, Lafayette resident Ronald J Lampitok reportedly fired shots
near 16th and Perdue and 16th and Larue streets.

He then took off on his mo-ped.

Lafayette Police Lieutenant Jim Taul says witnesses helped police find Lampitok at 15-11
Grove Street.

Taul says a.negotiator was brought in to persuade Lampitok to come out of the house.

Police surrounded the house and evacuated neighbors...who stood by waiting -- and
hoping -- for an arrest.

Police say 50 year old Ronald Lampitok wili be booked on preliminary charges of
possession of a firearm, criminal recklessness with a deadly weapon and attempted voluntary
manslaughter.



Air Date: August 4, 2009

Lafayette residents joined forces with communities nation-wide for the the 26th annual National
Night Out.

The annual event is designed to unite neighbors as a way to prevent crime and drugs on
their streets.

People living in the St_ Lawrence McAllister Neighborhood on Lafayette's north end
participated by strengthening a relationship with police....

Sending a message that this neighborhood is fighting back against crime.

It was also an opportunity to showcase the Northside Community Garden.



Diversity

The issue of race relations and police came to prominence in the third quarter with the
arrest of an African-American scholar in Massachusetts. WLFI looked at the local
situation, with a discussion between NAACP representatives and area police chiefs.

The NAACP also became involved in the case of an African-American woman’s
complaint against a Lafayette bar. WLFI reported live from an NAACP meeting where
the issue was discussed.

The station also reported on local Latino relations from the annual Diversity Breakfast
of the American Advertising Federation’s North-Central Indiana chapter.



Air Date: August 27, 2009

The issue of race relations and police is being discussed locally, following the arrest of an African-
American scholar in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Sunday, the local N-double-A-C-P said hundreds of race-related police stops had been
made.

But, area police chiefs say those complaints are not getting to them.

Lafayette Police Chief Don Roush says three or four racial complaints have been made to
his department in the last two years.

West Lafayette Police Chief Jason Dombkowski says outside of a racial bias claim
towards an officer at the Triple X restaurant last November, no other complaints had been made.

Tippecanoe County Sheriff's Department, Purdue and Indiana State Police all report no
complaints.

Roush says in January, all local departments started sharing a new software, called the
Internal Affairs Module, designed to keep better track of complaints.

He says it's too early to tell how well it is working.

Air Date: August 28, 2009

NAACP President Sadie Harper-Scott says she receives hundreds of racial complaints against
area police departments.
But we spoke with local departments and they disagree.

Air Date: August 23, 2009

The American Advertising Federation -North Central indiana presented its annual diversity
breakfast.

Guest speaker Maricela Alvarado (mar-ee-SELL-uh  ali-vuh-ROD-oh), of Purdue’s Latino Cultural
Center, says advertisers should learn more about the Latino community.

She says Latinos are a big factor in building the local economy.



Air Date: September 5, 2009

Around 30 people showed up to a community meeting at the Federated Church in West Lafayette
to talk about discrimination.
The meeting didn't offer any final solutions, but it did open a dialogue for the community.
Niccole Caan repors.

Air Date: September 15, 2009

Winners of the Grand Marquis de Lafayette were Lafayette Savings Bank and Bob Giriffiths.
The Diversity Award went to State Farm Insurance Company.
The theme of the evening was "On a positive note... sustaining our future.”



Education

Higher education affordability became an issue in the third quarter when the Indiana
State Budget Committee chair threatened to withhold money from Purdue and Indiana
Universities for building projects because of tuition increases. After negotiations with
both universities, the committee did release funding. The resulting agreements gave in-
state students some tuition and scholarship relief.

On the issue of public education affordability, the Lafayette School Corporation
decided in August not to ask taxpayers to approve additional funding in a referendum.

WLFI also looked at the first results of spring [-STEP testing in Indiana. Local school
superintendents were generally happy with their students’ results, but did find room for

improvement.



Air Date: August 29, 2009

Purdue officials raised tuition by 5-percent for each of the next two years.

Republican Senator Luke Kenfey says that's too much.

50, Kenley is refusing to release state funds allocated for three Purdue construction
projects.

Kenley chairs the State Budget Committee, which approves major construction projects
for state entities.

Kenley says he put the projects on hold so Purdue administrators can focus on reducing
fees for students.

Air Date: September 25, 2009

The State Budget Committee approved nearly 26-million dollars for three building projects on
Purdue’s campus.

The committee met at the Purdue Technology Center in West Lafayette to discuss a
number of items including funding for improvements to Herrick Laboratory, the Civil Engineering
Building and a T-Hanger for the Purdue Airport.

In August, Republican State Senator Luke Kenley, froze funding to the projects until the
university could find ways to make tuition rates more affordable.

Purdue University Director of State Relations, Kevin Green, says the one month delay
had little effect on the progress of the projects.

Air Date: August 21, 2009

The Lafayette School Corporation decided not to ask for more money from taxpayers.
The school board discussed next year's budget at a work session last night.
Niccole Caan has more.

Air Date: September 16, 2009

The Indiana Department of Education released the |I-STEP resulits from Spring testing.
And school leaders applaud the results, but say there is room for improvement.
Renetta DuBose joins us live at Murdock Elementary School in Lafayette.



Healthcare

WLFI sponsored a live forum on healthcare reform issues on September 29, 2009. The
forum featured the Chief Executive Officers of three local healthcare providers, and the
CEO of the Riggs Community Health Center in Lafayette. The forum was broadcast for
30 minutes, and streamed on-line for an additional 30 minutes. Guests responded to
questions from a moderator, and also from our on-line audience.

In an effort to reduce the cost of health care for city employees, Lafayette’s mayor
received permission during the third quarter to enter into a medical trust through the
Indiana Association of Cities and Towns.

The station also kept viewers up to date on the H1N1 virus, its effect on schools, and
when vaccine doses might be available to the public.



Air Date: September 29, 2009

For the next half hour, we're speaking about healthcare reform with local healthcare providers.

We're also streaming this discussion on-line, where you can submit questions and
comments to our panelists.

When the on-air portion of tonight's forum ends at 8:00, our live stream will still be up for
another 30 minutes, so you can continue asking questions or submitting comments on-line.

To my immediate left is Doctor Michael Skehan, the president and Chief Executive
Officer of Clarian-Arnett Hospital in Lafayette.

To his left, is Veronique LeBlanc, the executive director of the Riggs Community Health
Center in Lafayette.

Next, we have Terry Wilson, the president and CEOQ of St._Elizabeth Regional Health in
Lafayette.

And to Mr. Wilson's left is Doctor Gary Prah, the president of Unity Healthcare. In
addition to his administrative duties at Unity, Doctor Prah is also a practicing internist there.

Air Date: September 29, 2009

Lafayette Mayor Tony Roswarski got approval to enter into an Indiana Association of Cities and
Towns medical trust.

What that means, is now city of Lafayette employees can agree to have the same
healthcare plan as other cities and towns.

Mayor Roswarski says the more employees under one plan, the easier healthcare costs
are to manage.
The mayor says for that to happen, he would need 10 to 15 cities and towns to sign on with his
plan for healthcare coverage.  The cities of Lafayette and West Lafayette have already agreed
to the medical trust.

Air Date: September 30, 2009

The Lafayette School Corporaton is reporting a sixth school has a confirmed case of H1N1.
Superintendent Ed Eiler says a student at Sunnyside Middle School tested positive.
He says the student was not at school Tuesday or Wednesday.
Parents are being notified by a letter being sent home with students.
Superintendents at the West Lafayette and Tippecanoe School Corporations are not
aware of any confirmed H1N1 cases.



Roads and Transportation

Federal stimulus funding for local road construction projects became a dominant issue
in local road and transportation news during the Third Quarter. In August, WLFI
identified 12 local road projects being funded with stimulus dollars.

Other transportation-related stories included updates on the Hoosier Heartland
Corridor, which will connect Lafayette with Toledo, Ohio, via a four-lane highway, and
efforts at Ivy Tech Community College to train area residents for road construction jobs,
in order to take advantage of stimulus spending.



Air Date: August 31, 2009

Construction is well underway in Carroll County on the highway project.
Today crews were working on the new State Road 25 near County Road 900 North.
Workers were putting in beams for an overpass as part of the Hoosier Heartland.

Air Date: August 7, 2009

A Carroll County stone quary is playing a major role in the construction of the Hoosier
Heartland Highway project.
U.S. Aggregates in Delphi is supplying one phase of the project with limestone.
Sales Manager Joe Mayfield says the company is providing more than 225 thousand tons
of limestone for a five and a half mile stretch of the project.
He says without the Heartland construction, business would have been slow at the
facility.

Air Date: August 14, 2009

A collaboration between Purdue University and Ivy Tech is using federal stimulus money to re-
train displaced construction workers.
Laura Kirtley has the story.

Air Date: August 9, 2009

Tippecanoe County will see 12 projects because of stimulus funds.
The money is helping to call some laid off workers back, but not all workers will return and
few new positions will be created from the cash.



